Farmers get 5-year grace on loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Floandai and F-mnnww Committee of the 
Cooncfl of Ministers met on Saturday and decided to reschedule the 
repayment of loans granted to fanners from the Jordan Valley. The 
decision grants the farmers who have obtained loans for ag ricultur e a 
period of five years before the ’n?**, mature for repayment. The 
eonumnee also derided to raise the price paid by the Agricultural 
htorfceUng ami Processing Con^vy ^ Liners for tomatoes to JD 50 
from JD 40 per tonne. The enrnmina? also reviewed the financial 
standing of various government-owned companies mid took measures to 
balance situations wherever needed so tnat these companies could 
overcome obstacles that impede their work. The committee entrusted 
the Agricultural Credit Corporation, the Jordan Cooperative Organisa- 
tion and the Jordan Valley Farmers Association with die task of 
conducting a comprehensive and detailed study on loans to the 
agriculture sector so that the government could adopt the necessary 
action to strengthen this sector. 



Gemayel arrives in London 

LONDON (R) — Lebanese President Amin Gemayel arrived in 
London on Saturday for a three-day private visit during which 
he will hold talks with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe. A Foreign Office 
spokesman said Mr. Gemayel’s talks with British leaders were 
likely to centre on the Middle East in general and in particular 
on Anglican church envoy Terry Waite, who disappeared on 
Jan. 20 during a mission to negotiate the freedom of foreigners 
held captive in the Lebanon. Mr. Gemayel will meet the foreign 
' secretary on Sunday and on Monday he will hold talks with the 
prime minister. The Lebanese leader refused to make any 
comment when be stepped out of his private Middle East 
Airlines plane. 

Gemayel outlines Lebanon reconstruction plan, page 7 
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Rifai briefs 
cabinet on King’s 
visit to Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai Saturday 
briefed the cabinet on His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's visit last week 
to Syria and the King's talks with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
which covered bilateral relations 
and Arab and international con- 
cerns. 

Cabinet endorses 
Canadian grant 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Ministers met on Saturday and 
endorsed an agreement between 
the Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) and the Canadian Inter- 
national aid for exploration of oil 
under which the Canadian ride 
will provide a grant totalling 
18.02 million Canadian dollars in 
the form of services in seismolo- 
gical surveys and oil exploration 
in the Kingdom. The amount, to 
be appropriated in the year 1987- 
1988, will go into conducting sur- 
veys and oil exploration in areas 
to be decided soon. The minister 
of energy and natural resources 
was authorised by the Council of 
Ministers to sign the agreement 
with the Canadian ride for the 
purpose of the grant. During its 
regular session on Saturday, the 
Cabinet also endorsed an agree- 
ment in the field of information 
between Jordan and Oman. The 
agreement was reached during 
the recent visit to Oman by the 
minister of information. Mr. 
Mohammad A1 Khatib. 

Majall visits 
southern region 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister erf 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Abdul Wahhab A1 Majafi 'on 
Saturday continued a tour of the 
southern region of the Kingdom 
in a move to review problems. 
faced by the population of these 
areas and seek solutions to the 
problems. Mir. Majafi visited the 
border point of Mudhawwara and 
inspected services provided to 
passengers crossing the border. 

Arab justice 
ministers to meet 
here next month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab justice 
ministers will be holding a confer- 
ence here April 11-14, according 
to Ministry of Justice sources. 
Minister of Justice Riyadh A 1 
Shakaa has extended invitations 
to all Arab justice ministers to 
attend the conference. Secretary 
General of Arab Justice Ministers 
Council Mohammad Miko is due 
here within the next two days for 
talks with Mr. Shakaa and senior 
officials on arrangements and the 
agenda of the conference. 

Egypt commissions 
2 radar planes 

CAIRO (AP) — Two U.S.-built 
E2-C Hawkeye radar planes were 
commissioned Saturday at an air 
force ceremony attended by De- 
fence Minister Abdul Halim Abu 
Ghazala. The twin-engine tur- 
boprop aircraft are the first of 
five sold to Egypt under the 
United States’ military aid prog- 
ramme, which in recent years has 
averaged $1.3 billion annually. 
They arrived last week from the 
United States via Canada and 
Italy. The other three will be 
delivered later, but no timetable 
has been announced. 
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Arabs clash with 
Israeli forces in Gaza, 
West Bank and Golan 

9 occupation soldiers wounded in day of protests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Arabs dashed with Israeli police and sol- 
diers in the occupied West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Golan Heights on Saturday and reports 
said at least nine Israeli policemen and an 
unknown number of Arabs were wounded. 


In the West Bank, Israeli 
police arrested 13 Palestinians 
after they staged a violent anti- 
Israeli demonstration, throwing 
stones at Israeli vehicles ana 
burning tyres. 

In Hebron, troops fired tear- 
gas and arrested 10 students from 
the Islamic college after they set 
up roadblocks, burned tyres, and 
threw stones at the soldiers, re- 
ports said. 

In Ram all ah, an Israeli army 
officer was slightly injured by 
stone-throwing Palestinians. 
Troops fired rubber bullets in the 
air when high school students 
tried to set up roadblocks and 
threw stones at army patrols. 

In Nablus, troops fired several 
shots in the air and arrested three 
Palestinians when they burned 
tyres and threw stones, a spokes- 
man said. 

No details of Arabs injured 
were available in Saturday's pro- 
tests against 19 years of Israeli 
occupation. 

Students in Ramallah and East 
Jerusalem boycotted classes in 
further anti-Israeli protests. 


In the Golan Heights, eight 
Israeli policemen were injured as 
they fired tear-gas at some 200 
Arabs throwing stones and bot- 
tles. 

Israel Radio reported that the 
eight police and border police 
were injured by stone-throwing 
and stick- and chain-wielding de- 
monstrators in the Druze villages 
of Massadeb and Majd A1 Shams 
on the Golan Heights. 

Die demonstrations were to 
protest the fifth anniversary of 
the annexation by Israel of the 
Syrian Golan Heights, occupied 
during the 1967 Middle East war. 

The Palestine Press Service 
which monitors events in the 
occupied territories said two sol- 
diers were injured during a de- 
monstration at Majd A1 Shams 
after soldiers molested a young 
Druze woman. Relatives of the 
woman attacked the soldiers, the 
press service said. 

A curfew was imposed on the 
village of 3,000 inhabitants, the 
press service said. 

Some 14,000 members of the 
Druze sect five ;on. 4he. Golaq. 


Heights. Many have relatives Irv- 
ing in Syria and contact each 
other by shouting across the bor- 
der from an area known as the 
“Hill of Shouts.” 

Reporting the West Bank vio- 
lence on Saturday, the press ser- 
vice said Israeli troops attacked 
and beat student demonstrators 
at the Islamic University in 
Hebron. 

The army spokesman’s office 
said 18 demonstrators were 
arrested after troops used tear gas 
to disperse a violent demonstra- 
tion outside the university. 

In Nablus, soldiers arrested 
three people after they set up 
improvised road-blocks of rocks 
and burning tyres, the army 
-spokesman’s office said. 

The press service said in at 
least six higbschools in Ramallah 
and the nearby Palestinian re- 
fugee camps at A1 Bireb, Jeia- 
zoune and A1 Amri, troops dis- 
persed demonstrators with tear- 
gas and made many arrests. 

In Bethlehem demonstrators 
blocked roads with rocks and burn- 
ing tyres, the military spokesman 
said. There were no reports of 
arrests or injuries. 

In occupied Gaza City demon- 
strators for the sixth consecutive 
day staged a sit-down strike at the 
offices of the International Red 
Cross protesting the seige of the 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon. '■ • 


Kidnappers call off possible 
hostages-for- prisoners deal 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Kidnap- 
pers on Saturday suspended an 
offer to swap three Americans 
and an Indian for 400 Arab pris- 
oners in Israel. 

Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine accused the United 
States with “exposing the lives of 
the hostages to grave threat” by 
rejecting “our just demands.” 

The group's handwritten state- 
ment, delivered to a Western 
news agency in Beirut’s western 
sector, was accompanied by a 
photograph of one of the Amer- 
icans, Robert Polhill, 53. 

Another group, Islamic Jihad, 
released a picture of American' 
hostage Teny Anderson along 
with a statement denying the 
group was involved in the kidnap- 
ping of Jean Obeid, a prominent 
pro-Syrian Christian Lebanese 
politician. 

Mr. Polhill and the three 
others, all professors, were kid- 
napped Jan. 24 from the campus 
of Beirut University College 


(BUC) by gunmen disguised as 
riot policemen. 

Mr. Polhill is a lecturer in 
accounting at BUC The other 
professors are Alarm Steen, 47, a 
communications instructor, Jesse 
Turner, 39, a visiting professor of 
mathematics and computer scien- 
ce, and Mithfleshwar Singh, 60, a 
visiting professor of finance. He 
is a native of India and a legal 
resident alien of the United 
States. 

The group had threatened to 
kill the four academics unless 
Israel freed 400 Arab prisoners 
and flew them to Syria on a Red 
Cross plane by last Monday. 

But at midnight Monday, the 
group released a statement post- 
poning die deadline “until farther 
notice.” It spoke of “positive” 
indications in statements by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres about a possible swap. 

Mr. Peres, however, was react- 
ing to an offer by Lebanon’s 
justice minister and ShTite Most 


lixn militia chieftain, Nabih Bern, 
to trade the four academics and 
an Israeli flier captured last Octo- 
ber for the 400 prisoners. 

“This issue will now remain 
suspended because of the Amer- 
ican administration's insistence 
on exposing the lives of tbe hos- 
tages to grave danger and the 
unknown fete awaiting them, and 
because of its failure to respond 
to our just demands,” the group 
said Saturday. 

The statement accused the Un- 
ited States and Israel of being 
“terrorists and barbarians” for 
their policies in the occupied 
West Bank and Lebanon. 

“But we shall not resort to 
their methods. Values shall re- 
main essential... and you will find 
us merciful,” the statement said. 

“We shall not shed tbe blood of 
innocents. As for the criminals, 
their punishment will be civil- 
ised,’' it added. 

(Continued on page 3) 


White House expects 
critical panel report 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
he White House says it is ready 
> “take our lumps” (take re- 
jonsibility) in a report set for 
rlease in 12 days by an investiga- 
iry board probing the Iran aims 
an dal. 

“I think it’s going to be a very 
itical report and a very tough 
iport, and die tougher and the 
ore critical the better,” pres- 
cntial spokesman Martin fitz- 
ater said Friday. 

Die board, named by President 
cmald Reagan and beaded by 
inner Republican Senator John 
awer is the only investigatory 
oup that has talked with Mr. 
eagan about his recollections of 
e affair. It also is the only panel 
at has reviewed typewritten 
anscripts of his personal notes. 
Other investigations are being 
inducted by a conn-appointed 
dependent counsel and Senate 
id House of Representatives 
immittees. 

Meanwhile, a senior White 
ouse official was quoted Satur- 
ty as saying the Tower connnis- 
m has uncovered “quite serious 
screpanries” in the testimony of 
trions a dministra tion officials 
id is expected to issue a report 
gfaly critical of White House 
reign policy machinery. 


Tbe official, quoted but not 
identified by the New York 
Times, said there was not quite a 
cover-up but that the vast 
documentary record reveals de- 
liberate attempts to conceal and 
distort facts about the Iran-contra 
affair. 

Some administration officials 
“said things they probably knew 
were not true” and, “some peo- 
ple in the National Security 
Council were not anxious to have 
facts disclosed,” tbe official said, 
according to tire Times. 

Mr. Reagan beaded for a long 
weekend at the presidential re- 
treat of Camp David on Satur- 
day, shouting, “no, no, no” when 
reporters waiting near bis heli- 
copter asked if there was a cover 
up in tbe affair. 

Htzwater said Mr. Reagan 
“will answer questions when he's 
ready and when die doctors say 
there ate no restrictions on his 
activities," but he later said doc- 
tors “haven't said anything about 
questions." 

The spokesman said that Mr. 
Reagan called Robert C. McFar- 
lane on Friday at the navy hospit- 
al where his former aide, a key 
player in the Iran arms deal, is 
recovering from a drug overdose. 


Bonn orders 
suspected 
arms ship 
to turn back 

BONN (R) — West Germany 
said Saturday it had ordered a 
freighter suspected of taking arms 
to Iran in contravention of West 
German law to tnrn back. 

A Transport Ministry spokes- 
man said the captain of the West 
German-registered Gretl had 
been contacted by radio and told 
to sail to a European Community 
country. 

Bonn had asked Mediterra- 
nean states to inform it if the boat 
entered their territorial waters, 
he said. 

Tbe ship’s Hamburg owners 
and the Danish company which 
had chartered the Gretl had been 
notified of the ministry’s action, 
the spokesman added. 

The owners, the Juergen 
Stahmer Shipping Company, told 
the Transport Ministry on Friday 
that there were no weapons on 
board the 4,300 tonne freighter 
although it was carrying a 
“dangerous load.” 

The Transport Ministry had 
not yet received a reply from tbe 
ship and its exact whereabouts 
were unknown, the spokesman 
said. 


King receives NASA medal from Saudi astronaut 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday re- 
ceived a gold medal commemor- 
ating the 1986 space flight by the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery 
which carried Saudi Arabian 
Prince Sultan Ibn Salman Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, the first Arab astro- 
naut, among its crew on board. 

Prince Sultan, who arrived 
here earlier in the day, presented 
die King with the medal on behalf 
of tbe U.S. National Aeronautics 
and Space Agency (NASA). 
Similar medals are being pre- 
sented by Prince Sultan to other 
Arab leaders. 

In return. King Hussein pre- 
sented the Prince with the Jorda- 
nian Ai Kawkab Medal of the 
First Order. 

The presentation took place at 
AI Nadwa Palace in the presence 
of Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 
Armed Forces Commander-in- 
chief General Sharif Zaid Ibn 



His Majesty King Hussein receives a NASA medal 
from the Arab World's first astronaut. Prince 
Sultan Ibn Salman Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia, 


Shaker, the commander of the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force and 
Saudi Arabia's Ambassador to 
Jordan Ibrahim AI Sultan. 

In a statement upon arriving in 
Amman on a two-day visit. 
Prince Saltan said that he was 



and confers upon him tbe Kingdom’s AI Kawkab 
Medal of the First Order on Saturday (Petra 
photos) 

participation in the Discovery 
flight was a source of great en- 
couragement to his country to 
send more men for such flights 
and he himself was looking for- 
ward to taking part in future 
space trips. 


happy to be in Jordan and to 
present the medal to tbe King. 
Prince Saltan urged Arab coun- 
tries to give greater care to space 
science and benefit from it in 
economic, military security and 
cultural affairs. He also said his 


Emergency food reaches Bourj 
AI Barajneh but more is needed 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Three 
trucks ran a gauntlet of rival 
gunmen through early morning 
darkness on Saturday to take 
tonnes of food to a besieged 
Palestinian camp where refugees 
were reported to be on tbe verge 
of starvation. 

Witnesses quoted by news 
agencies said the privately-rented 
trucks, loaded with 15 tonnes of 
wheat and two tonnes of pow- 
dered milk, entered Bourj AI 
Barajneh camp in southern 
Beirut at 1:50 a.m. 

Mohammad Hassan Sattari, 
political adviser at tbe Iranian 
embassy, accompanied the trucks 
into the settlement. 

A doctor working at the camp 
has reported that some of the 
30,000 refugees were eating rats, 
cats and dogs to survive a 17- 
week siege by fighters of Leba- 
non's Amal militia. 

Amal sources said tbe situation 
at Bourj AI Barajneh and the 
nearby Shatila camp was “re- 
latively quiet” and relief opera- 
tions might be allowed to con- 
tinue later. 

Fusillades of rocket-propelled 
grenades and machinegun fire 
had halted relief moves on Friday 


an a Lebanese bodyguard from 
the Ir anian embassy was killed. 

He had been trying to dear the 
way for two Iranian ambulances 
crammed with sacks of milk pow- 
der, while the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) abandoned two trucks 
carrying flour and milk powder 
when a gunmen shot out their 
tyres at the entrance to Bourj AI 
Barajneh. 

A Western doctor inside tbe 
camp renewed appeals on Satur- 
day for international belp to bring 
food to the trapped Palestinians. 

“I’ve eaten dogs,” said British 
surgeon Pauline Cutting. “In tbe 
past week people have been so 
hungry that now many have been 
eating cats and dogs in the 
camp.” 

Dr. Cutting, 35, is one of four 
Western medical staff who have 
remained working at Bourj AI 
Barajneh's Haifa Hospital de- 
spite the Amal siege. 

“Five boys have been seen 
cooking a rat over a fire,” Dr. 
Cutting told AP in a 15-minute 
interview conducted by radio. 

Sbe said that a woman was 
“shot at the edge of the camp 
while picking (wild) grass because 


she has seven children and no 
food,” adding that an 11-year-old 
boy was killed the same way. 

“We appeal to international 
organisations an to the United 
Nations to intervene to prevent 
these people dying of starvation,” 
Dr. Cutting said, speaking on 
behalf of the medical team. 

UNRWA was trying again 
Saturday to salvage an agreement 
with Amal for aid to be allowed 
into Bourj AI Barajneh. 

UNRWA Deputy Commis- 
sioner-General Robet Dillon told 
Reuters in Vienna: “We are pur- 
suing contacts with Amal to de- 
termine exactly what happened 
(on Friday) and see if our agree- 
ment can be salvaged.” 

“Anything that gets in is better 
than nothing,” Mr. Dillon said by 
telephone from UNRWA's Vien- 
na headquarters, but UNRWA 
was “disappointed” at Friday's 
events. 

In Beirut, a Palestinian official 
said “the food they sent to the 
camp would only hold each fami- 
ly for one day.” 

(Condoned on page 3) 

Security Council appeals for 
trace, page 2 


Iraqi leader 
is confident 
of victory 
in war 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein said Satur- 
day that victory for his country in 
the war with Iran was just a 
matter of time away. 

He told warfront commanders 
decorated for bravery it was 
“only a matter of passing time for 
the victory of the will of the 
honest Iraqis, when all the Arab 
people celebrate the greatest day, 
the day of their final victory.” 

Nearly 1,000 officers and 
troops received medals, among 
them the commander of die 1 1th 
infantry division, Brigadier 
Abdul-Wahed Shannan AI 
Rabat, whose men recently 
fought a five-day battle east of 
Iraq’s southern dty of Basra, 

President Hussein said Iran’s 
rulers would not again be able to 
mobilise troops as they did when 
they launched offensives last De- 
cember and Jan. 9. 

Tbe Iraqi leader also said 
heroic deeds of 11th division 
would be remembered by coining 
generations. 


West German hostages 
reportedly under threat 


Iraqi jets stage 
massive air raids 


BONN (AP) — The kidnappers 
of two West German hostages in 
Lebanon have sent the Bonn gov- 
ernment a letter threatening to 
barm their captives, a West Ger- 
man newspaper said Saturday. 

Bonn officials now fear that the 
kidnappers may mutilate the hos- 
tages on their hands, feet or 
faces, the Hamburg-published 
Bild newspaper said. 

“The Arab kidnappers 
threatened in their last letter to 
take ’bloody’ action,” Bild said. 
It did not name its sources for tbe 
story. 

Bonn government officials re- 
fused comment on tbe report. 
The government has imposed a 
news blackout on its efforts to 
free tbe West German business- 
men, Rudolf Cordes and Alfred 
Schmidt. 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait is 
mediating a reconciliation be- 
tween North and South Yemen, 
whose drive for reunification col- 
lapsed during a civil war in Aden-, 
capital of South Yemen, last 
year, Arab diplomatic sources 
said Saturday. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said that a 
visit to Sana last week by Kuwaiti 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Saud Ai Osaimi was 
aimed at ensuring the return to 
South Yemen of more than 
30,000 refugees who fled the 
counpry during the bloody con- 
flict in January 1986. 

The issue of the refugees repre- 
sents a major obstacle hindering 
the normalisation of relations be- 
tween the two Yeraens, shaken 
when the civil war ended with die 
ouster of South Yemeni President 
Ali Nasser Mohammad. 

Mr. Mohammad bad led a 
drive for unity between Aden and 


However, government officials 
have in the past acknowledged 
that they are in cootact with the 
kidnappers and have received 
written messages and photo- 
graphs from them. 

Mr. Cordes and Mr. Schmidt 
were taken hostages in Lebanon 
shortly after a suspected 
Lebanese hijacker, Mohammad 
All lamadei, was arrested in 
Frankfurt Jan. 13. 

The kidnappers have deman- 
ded Hamadei's release, according 
to Bonn security sources. 

West Germany also holds 
Hamadei's brother, Ali Abbas 
Hamadei, who. was arrested at 
Frankfurt airport last month od 
suspicion he helped arrange the 
kidnappings of Mr. Cordes and 
Mr. Schmidt. 


Sana. The new Aden leadership, 
led by President Haider Abu 
Baker AI Attas, has affirmed its 
commitment to the drive, but Mr. 
Mohammad has been threatening 
to use his base and supporters in 
North Yemen to create trouble 
for Aden. 

Mr. Mohammad and 47 of his 
aides are being tried in absentia 
in South Yemen. 

Coinciding with the Kuwaiti 
mediation report, Mr. Attas on 
Friday reiterated a general 
amnesty for all refugees with the 
exception of Mr. Mohammad and 
his aides. He spoke in an inter- 
view with the state-run Aden 
Radio. 

He stressed they would have 
“full guarantees of security and 
freedom" if they returned to their 
country. 

Mr. Attas said his country was 
keen on settling the problem of 
the refugees with North Yemen. 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
said its warplanes bombed 
Tehran again on Saturday, a day 
after it said that its powerful air 
force jets have badly damaged 
the headquarters of the fanatical 
Revolutionary Guards in three 
air raids ou the Iranian capital. 

Baghdad Radio said separate 
formations struck the northwest- 
ern city of Tabriz and central 
Isfahan. 

The broadcast quoted an un- 
named military spokesman as 
saying Iraq was determined to 
“punish the Tehran rulers for the 
death and destruction they have 
caused.” Iran fired a missile into 
Baghdad on Friday killing or 
wounding a number of civilians. 
It was the 11th missile to hit 
Baghdad this year. 

Earlier Saturday, the vice- 
chairman of Iraq's ruling Revolu- 
tionary Command Council, Izzat 
Ibrahim, threatened to step up 
attacks to cover all Iranian terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Ibrahim, quoted by the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA), said: 
“Our deterrent and destructive 
raids will be stepped up in the 
forthcoming period to cover all 
Iranian territory unless Iran lis- 
tens to Iraq's appeal for peace. 

"The Iraqis are prepared to 
fight the Iranians from the north 
to the south, even if the war 
continues for 100 years and even 
if blood flows like rivers.” 

An Iraqi general was quoted as 
saying on Saturday Iraqi forces 
were on alert to combat a new 
Iranian offensive in the Gulf war. 

_ “We expect an Iranian offen- 
sive at any moment, but we are 
ready for any aggression," 
Lieutenant-General Thabit Sul- 
tan, commander of the Fourth 
Army Corps, told Kuwait’s A] 
Anba newspaper. 

He said Iraqi forces were 
strongly positioned along the 


whole war-front and at the 
“appropriate" time would retake 
land won by Iranian forces in 
order to restore Iraq’s control 
over its international border. 

Iraq would continue air raids 
on targets in Iranian cities, he 
said, as there could be no distinc- 
tion between the so-called “war 
of the cities” and ground conflict. 

Tbe International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
appealed on Friday for the 
second time in a month to Iran 
and Iraq to stop air attacks and 
bombardments against civilians. 

Before Iran fired its surface-to- 
surface missile at Baghdad on 
Friday Iraq said its warplanes had 
raided Tehran seven times in 48 
hours. 

“There is no war called the war 
of the cities or of the frontline. It 
is (all) war," Lt.-Gen. Sultan 
said, adding that Iraq rejected 
any partial solution in the war. 

Reporting Saturday's Iraqi 
attacks. Tehran Radio said Iraqi 
jets killed or wounded a number 
of civilians in attacks on seven 
Iranian cities. 

It also quoted a military com- 
munique as saying Iranian fight- 
er-bombers caused heavy damage 
in raids on “military economic 
installations” in the Kurdish town 
of Rawandiz and another centre 
in northern Iraq. The aircraft 
returned safely, it added. 

Iraqi planes were reported to 
have hit Rasht, a provincial capit- 
al 240 kilometres northwest of 
Tehran near the Caspian Sea, for 
the first time this year. 

Tabriz and Zanjan in the 
northwest, and the western towns 
of Malayer, Kuhdasht, Pol-e 
Dokhtar and Qorveh were also 
attacked on Saturday, the radio 
said. 

Moscow and Tehran differ on 
Golf and Afghan bwH^ page 2 


Kuwait trying to resolve 
differences between Yemens 
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Mubarak dissolves 
parliament and sets 
elections for April 6 


American 
congressman 
begins 
Iraq visit . 


Security Council appeals 
for truce in ‘camps war’ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


BAGHDAD (AP) — U.S. Con- 
gressman Robert G. Torricelli 
began a visit to Iraq on Saturday, 
die first by an American repre- 
sentative since Washington and 
Baghdad restored diplomatic re- 
lations in November 1984, 

Mr. Torricelli, a New Jersey 
Democrat, flew into Baghdad’s 
Saddam International Airport 
late Friday, shortly after a long- 
range Ir anian irrigate WAS re- 
ported to have slammed in an 
unnam ed residential area of the 


CAIRO (Agencies) — An overwhelming majority 
of Egypt’s voters gave President Hosni Mubarak a 
.mandate to dissolve parliament and rail new 
elections, the government announced Saturday. 


Mr. Mubarak promptly de- 
creed parliamentary elections on 
April 6. 

Interior Minister 7aV\ Badr, 
who oversaw Thursday’s referen- 
dum on whether to disband the 
458-sear People's Assembly, told 
a news conference that 88.9 per 
cent of valid votes cast said 
“yes." 

A few hours after Mr. Badr 
spoke, Mr. Mubarak issued a 
decree dissolving the assembly, 
setting the new election date and 
scheduling runoff balloting, if 
needed, for April 13. 

The decree said the new assem- 
bly is to hold its Gist meeting on 
April 22, 

A major task of the new legisl- 
ature will be to choose a presi- 
dent for a six-year term, starting 
□ext Oct. 14. Mr. Mubarak’s term 
expires the previous day, but his 
re-election is considered a fore- 
gone conclusion. 

Mr. Mubarak's National 
Democratic Party (NDP) control- 
led more than 80 per cent of the 
outgoing assembly's seats and is 
expected to dominate the next 
chamber. NDP officials already 
have made dear the party intends 
to have parliament nominate Mr. 
Mubarak, 58, for a second term. 

The constitution requires par- 
liament to begin the presidential 
proceedings in mid-August and to 
put its nomination to the electo- 
rate in a yes-or-no referendum. 

Mr. Mubarak called the re- 
ferendum on whether parliament 
should be dissolved two years 


before its term expires namely 
because of doubts cast on its 
constitutionality. 

Mr. Badr said his decision was 
an indication of the “people's will 
and a response to their legitimate 
expectations for representation 
along the lines of political powers 
on the Egyptian scene.” 

Mr. Badr said 76.5 per cent of 
the electorate tamed ont for 
Thursday’s balloting. Eligible vo- 
ters totalled almost 14.4 million, 
and about 11 million of them 
voted, he said. 

Out of 10,599,438 valid votes 
cast, he said, 9,423384 endorsed 
dissolution of the assembly 
elected in May 1984 to a four- 
year term. 

Mr. Mubarak suspended the 
assembly ou Feb. 4 and sought 
the nation’s approval of its ter- 
mination because of a constitu- 
tional controversy over some pro- 
visions of the 1983 election law. 

All five legal opposition parties 
complained that the law con- 
tained discriminatory and restric- 
tive articles that breached the 
constitution. A suit was filed 
against the law in 1984 in the 
supreme constitutional court. 

A pane! of advisers to the court 
drew up a report agreeing that 
some provisions indeed violated 
the constitution. 

Mr. Mubarak’s ruling party, 
anticipating an adverse court rul- 
ing, pushed through parliament 
last December several amend- 
ments to meet some of the objec- 
tions to the law. 


The original measure banned 
independents from running for 
parliament and provided that 
only parties winning eight per 
cent or more of die national vote 
could take seats. It reserved 31 
seats for women. 

The amendments allowed one 
independent to run in each of the 
nation’s 48 constituencies and 
scrapped die female seats. 

Despite the amendments, criti- 
cised as insufficient by major 
opposition figures, Mr. Mubarak 
cut short the assembly’s life and 
opted for a new chamber un- 
tainted by controversy in prepa- 
ration for parliamentary action 
on the next presidential term. 

Opposition leaders said Mr. 
Mubarak wanted an undisputed 
assembly elected before he seeks 
another term. 

They complained that the pre- 
sent assembly was elected - 
through unconstitutional elector- 
al laws. 

“We have always demanded 
the dissolution of this flawed 
assembly and a new constitution. 
I hope Mubarak now meets our 
second demand,” Fouad 
Serageddin, leader of the largest 
opposition party, the New Wafd, 
told Reuters. 

According to the constitution, 
parliament nominates one candi- 
date for the presidency. The 
opposition wants a new system 
under which Egyptians can 
choose from several candidates. 

Mr. Mubarak said be could not 
issue new laws to that effect in the 
absence of parliament, saying 
that only a new assembly could 
make such decisions. 

In the last general elections in 
May 1984, the NDP won 391 
seats and the Wafd the other 57 
seats. 


Syrians raid 

DFLP 

office 


Gromyko differs with Velayati 
over Gulf and Afghan conflicts 


On Saturday, he took off in a 
car for a tour of Babylon, 120 
kilometres south of the Iraqi 
capital, and other archaeological 
sites, a U.S. embassy official said. 

Hie official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Torricelli’s schedule is “fluid” 
and depends on which Iraqi offi- 
cial will be available to meet him 
and when. 

State Department offi cials and 
economic delegations have vi- 
sited Iraq since 1984. 

. But Mr. Torricelli, a member 
of the House of Representatives' 
Foreign Affairs Committee, is the 
first congressman to undertake 
such a trip since relations were 
restored after a 17-year rupture 
that followed the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

Mr. ToiriceOTs visit comes as 
Iran abd Iraq, at war since 1980, 
stepped up attacks on each 
other’s mam cities, including 
Ba gh dad and Tehran. 

It also comes amid the con- 
troversy over a secret U.S. arms 
sale to Iran. 

The United States professes 
neutrality in the conflict between 
Iran and Iraq and U.S. officials 
have said an Iranian victory 
would be disastrous. 

But President Ronald Reagan 
said he agreed to the shipment of 
arms hoping to encourage moder- 
ate elements in that country. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council has cal- 
led for an immediate ceasefire 
around Palestinian refugee camps 
in Lebanon to permit relief sup- 
plies to reach the besieged resi- 
dents. 

The council’s appeal was in the 
form of a so-called presidential 
statement, which was worked out 
behind dosed doors without a 
formal vote Friday night 

A consensus was readied by 
the 15 council members after 
word reached here that two U.N. 
trucks carrying food to starving 
refugees in Beirut were fired on 
and prevented horn reaching the 
besieged Bonrj A1 Barajneh 
camp. Reports said later some 
.supplies reached foe camp before 
dawn Saturday. 

The statement read to repor- 
ters by council President Peter 
of Zambia, said council 
members were “deeply alarmed 
by the tragic suffering undergone 
by the dvuian population, parti- 
cularly inside the Palestine re- 
fugee camps, (and) they call on 
the parties concerned to observe 
an imnwriiate ceasefire to permit 
access to these camps for huma- 
nitarian purposes.” 

The U.N. observer mission of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said it would have 
preferred stronger council action 
but were satisfied with the huma- 

mtarian appeal. 

A presidential statement is a. 
minimal form of council action. 
The fact that there was no open 
debate and draft resolution re- 
flected division within the Arab 
bloc over the issue. Observer 
status does not permit die PLO to 
ask directly for an open council 
debate rnlminatmg in a more 
binding resolution. 

Asked if he thought the state- 
ment would be effective, U.S 
Ambassador Vernon A. Walters 
noted its .humanitarian thrust and 
said, ‘it is difficult to say no to 
that” 

The statement also urgently 
appealed to all concerned to 
facilitate the efforts of various 
.governments and U.N. agencies. 


as vfelT as non-governmental 

bodies, to provide critically 
n ffdfd humanitarian assistance. 

The members of the council 
repeated their call for a “speedy 
return to peace and a situation of 
normalcy and for the safeguard- 
ing of civilian lives in Lebanon.” 

In Washington, the State De- 
partment on Friday described the 
turmoil at Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon as “unaccept- 
able to the civilised world” and 
urged all sides to cooperate in 
implementing an immediate ceas-’ 
efirc. 

Voicing serious concern over 
the suffering of innocent dviliaas- 
canght in tins fighting in and 
around the camps in Beirut, 
Sidon and Tyre, department' 
spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley de- 
scribed as “particularly alarming” 
the plight of refugees in Bourj A1 
Barajneh. 


. “We call on all parties im- 
mediately to implmenx a cease-: 
fire, and to permit international 
humanitarian organisations to 
gain access to the camps and to 
other areas where their assistance 
is urgently needed,” her state- 
ment said. 

“We call on alb contending 
parties in Lebanon to recognise' 
that progress toward security re- 
quires that afl inhabitants of 
Lebanon work to strengthen the 
rule of law,” the statement said. 
“Only the Lebanese government 
and its security organs — the. 
army and the police — can legiti- 
mately and effectively guarantee 
the security of Lebanese mid 
Palestinian dvflians.” 


Earlier this week. Secretary of 
State George Shultz said the peo- 
ple of Lebanon need to take more 
responsibility for conditions in 
their country, where factio nal 
fighting has brought a collapse of 
government authority. 

Oakley on Friday refused to 
place the blame for the fi ghting in 
the camps. On Thursday she said 
it was up to the combatants to 
negotiate a truce and said the 
United States could play no direct 
role in bringing one about. 


U.S. to keep 2 carriers in Mediterranean 


BEIRUT — Troops in Damascus 
stormed the office of a Marxist 
Palestinian group on Thursday* 
and arrested one of its leaders in 
another sign of the growing split 
between Syria and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, (PLO) 
Beirut radio stations reported. 

Lebanese radio stations, de- 
scribing the fighting in Damascus, 
said Syrian soldiers ringed the 
headquarters of the Marxist 
group, the Democratic Front for 
die Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). then stormed it and 
seized Issara Abdel Latif, a senior 
member of the group's central 
committee. 

Radio commentators said the 
intent of the raid was to bead off* 
reconciliation talks between the 
group and the PLO chairman, 
Yasser Arafat — New York 
Times. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) President 
Andrei Gromyko has criticised 
Iran's support for guerrillas fight- 
ing Soviet-backed Afghan forced 
and said Moscow differed with 
Tehran on the Golf war, the' 
official News Agency TASS said.. 

“Our evaluation of that war 
and your views on it do not 
coincide,” TASS quoted Mr. 
Gromyko as telling Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, who is on an official 
visit to Moscow. 

“Common sense suggests that 
the main attention should be paid 
not to the past but to the future 
— to ensuring that the war be 
discontinued,” Mr. Gromyko 
said. 

He said the Soviet Union 
wanted to see the war ended as 
soon as possible. 

Iran has said it will pursue the. 
war until the government of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein is 
overthrown. 

Mr. Gromyko told Mr. 


Velayati that Soviet troops would 
withdraw from Afgh ani st an when 
a political settlement of the con- 
flict was achieved, and observed 
that the guerrillas used Iran as a 
base for their operations, TASS 
said.- I /J'/'J 

VOf course, Iran bears thejen- 
tire responsibility for the fact. 

that its territory, too, is used as a 
base for the armed fight against 
Afghanistan," Mir. Gromyko was 
quoted as saying. 

“The Iranian leadership would 
do good if it promoted a solution 
to die Afghanis tan issue by pot 
deal means and used all its influ- 
ence to bring the truth to Afghans 
in Iranian territory about the 
decision of tire Afghan govern- 
ment on the national reconcilia- 
tion issue,” Mr. Gromyko said. 

Earlier on Friday, Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze met Mr. Velayati, the high- 
est ranking Iranian official to visit 
the Soviet Union since the 1979 
revolution. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S: navy has been directed to 
rearrange its deployment sche- 
dules in order to maintain two 
carriers in the Mediterranean sea 
indefinitely, according to m- 
fonned'somttes. ' 

The diecision by the administra- 
tion of President Ronald Reagan 
wwans the aircraft carrier Kitty 
Hawk, now on patrol in the Indi- 
an Ocean, will move to the 
Mediterranean via the Suez Can- 
al In early March to relieve the 
carrier Kennedy, die sources said. 
The Kennedy’s departure for the 
United States was delayed late 
last month. 

“We’re back to two full-time," 
said one official, who agreed to 
discuss the matter only if not 
identified. “The plan now is to 
keep the Kennedy there until the 
Kitty Hawk moves in,” be added: 

The current bufld-up of naval 
forces in the Mediterranean be- 
gan more than two weeks ago in 
response to rising . tensions in 


Mideast and a wave of hostage- 
taking in Lebanon. 

Although the Defence Depart- 
ment subsequently reduced the 
battle group siighdy last week in 
asmove- to defuse Tumours thata- 
mflitary strike was in the offing, 
the United States is still maintain-’ 
ing two carriers and a Marine 
amphibious group of 1,900 men 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Besides the Kennedy, the bat- 
tie group includes the carrier 
Nkrritz and roughly 20 other 
ships, including the Marine 
group. 

Pentagon and White House 
spokesmen have insisted repe- 
atedly that the naval force was 
fortified as a precaution and that 
no military strike in Lebanon is 
being planned. Pentagon sources 
have added the force is there 
primarily in case Mr. Reagan 
wanted to order a response to any 
hostage killings . 

. The sources said Friday the 
United States’ efforts to gather 


intelligence in the region on the 
activities and whereabouts of 
underground groups bad im-. 
'proved over the past year, but 
that it would still be difficult to 
“retaliate with precision” against 
any particular organisation... 

The* U.S: Md' other Western 
hostages inn Beirut are believed 
to be held by several different 
groups. 


The Pentagon sources said the 
Kennedy remained at sea on Fri- 
day, conducting a routine patrol 
off the coast of Lebanon. The 
sources added the Ninritz was 
also at sea, but had been autho- 
rised to begin a port call this 
weekend in Alexandria, Egypt 
Until early 1980, the navy 
routinely kept two carriers on 
station in foe Mediterranean. 
Starting in that year, however, 
because of developments in Iran 
and Afghanistan, the United 
States began regular patrols in 
foe Indian Ocean. 


Weir calls for hesfogs ^sgotiattons 


EUGENE, Oregon (R) — The Rev. Benjamin Weir, a former 
Presbyterian misskmaiy bekl hostage m Lebanon far-16 months, 
has called for negotiations to win the release of the remaining 
U.S. hostages in Lebanon. Mr. Weir told a meeting of 
Presbyterian ministers and church representatives here the U3L 


contact with the captare. The initial goal would be to find out 
foe minimum conditions for the release of me eight icuia mrag 

. . • . i An nCA rtf militarv 


any possible negotiations.” Mr. Weir, 63, of San Frundsop, is 
the moderator of foe General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), the highest elective office in the 3,000,000- 
Ffl pmhc r denomination. Mr. Weir spent 32 years in Lebanon us a 
Presbyterian missionary. He disa greed with U.S. gOYtamnent’s 
rigid stand against negotiations with foe kidnappers, saying 
things were different in the Middle East. 


Princess Anne begins visit to Qatar 


DOHA (R) — Britains Princes Anne arrived in Doha bn 
‘ for a busy three-day visit which will include tours of oil 


Anne, president of the Save the Children Fund, armed from 
Abu Dhabi and had an audience with Qatar's ruler Sheikh 
Khalifa Ibn Hamad AJ Thani and heir apparent and Defence 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 Thant She was also to 
tour an oil refinery at Umm Said, 40 kilometres south of Doha, 
and inaugurate a British commercial week later Saturday, On 
Sunday Princess Anne, on her first visit to the former British 
protectorate, wfll visit the Dukhan oilfield on foe peninsula’s 
western coast. She will also tour greenhouses at Shahaniyah 30 
kilometres west of the capital before taki n g a two kilometre 
camel ride to Qatar’s Oryx farm. The princess will visit Doha's 
naval base at Ras Abu Aboud on Monday and lay the 
foundation stone for foe new English Doha college and Doha 
independent school. She will also visit a model poultry farm 
near foe capital. She flies to Kuwait on Tuesday mi the third leg 
of a Middle East tour which will also take her to Jordan. 


Renton to visit Yemen, S. Arabia and 
Oman 


LONDON (R) — British Junior Foreign Affairs Minister Tim 
Renton is to visit North Yemen, Saudi Arabia and Oman this 
month to discuss bilateral and regional issues. A Foreign Office 
statement said Mr. Renton would visit foe Yemen Arab 
Republic (North Yemen) from Feb. 22 to 24, Saudi Arabia from 
Feb. 24 to 26, and Oman until March 2. 


Gunmen kill four in Tehran square 


TEHRAN (R) — Gunmen riding a motorcycle killed four 
passengers of a car in Tehran square two days ago, Islamic 
Republic newspaper reported Saturday. It said the gunmen 
belonged to foe “Moaafeqin” — the hypocrites, foe label used 
by the government to refer to the outlawed opposition Mujahe- 
deen-e-Khalq organisation whose leaders are based in Iraq — 
and managed to escape after foe Thursday attack. The paper did. 
not identify the victims. In a separate report, Islamic Republic 
quoted Serajeddin Mousavi, co mmand er of Iran’s revolutionary 
Konriteh police, as saying 335 “monafeqm spies” were arrested 
in the past 12 months. 


Iranian woman gives brith to triplets 


LONDON (AP) — An Iranian couple on Friday became the 
parents of Europe's first triplets born using the T-set fertilisation 
technique. Ferashte Behroozmia, 28. and her husband Gholam- 
reza, from Buscher, Iran, were delighted with foe two boys and 
one girl, delivered by Caesarian section at foe private Humana 
Hospital in London. “It is wonderful, the ideal famil y and just 
what we have always wanted,” said Behroozmia, a 34-year-old 
customs officer. As she cuddled her new family, his wife said: 
“They are really ugly and make a noise like gypsies, but ram 
very happy. I want more babies." In the fertilisation technique, 
surgeons removed eggs from Mrs. Behroozmia and combined 
them with spenn from her husband, placing them in her 
falllopian tubes instead pf in a glass dish in a laboratory as with 
previous “test-tube” fertilisation. 
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Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2ft 
pjn. 

Royal Antambfle dab. JabaJ Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 661026/7 
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Americ an Centre Library 641520 
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Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Utriv. of Jordan Library 843555 
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News Summary/VOA Morning 06ft 
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Horizons and New Products 17ft Stu- 
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Folklore Mu w um: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
irons Madaba arid Jerasb (4ih to 18tb 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hoars: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeologkal Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AJ Qal’a 
(Glade! Hill). Opening boors: 9.00 

а. m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gafiery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
setriptnres by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim conn- 
tries and a collection of p ainting s by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Mintta- 

zah. Jabal Loweibdeh. Opening boors: 
10.00 am. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.* 

б. 00 p.m. Gosed Tuesdays. Tel- 
'630128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening boon 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


St Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Cbwch of the Ananadatioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. 
Tetrad Chnrch (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal L u weibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5ft 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the A mi e urhifk m (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaK. Td. 623541. 
AngHran Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906. 
Armenian CatboHc Church Asfarafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

Ar m e nian Orthodox Church Ashn- 

ficb, TcL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Asbnfieh. Td. 771751. 

Amman i«*i— «>t inui Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmetsani, Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman, 6th Grde, (Rev. N. Shut). 
Td. 811295. 


Kuwait (KU) 
.. Dubai (£K) 
. Jeddah (SV) 
■ Sana’a (LH) 


Amman govemorate 891228 

Amman Gvfl Defence 198. 199 

Gvfl Defence Irtrid .... 271293, 273131 

Civil Defence Qirweismeh 770733 

CSvH Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Fast aid >.630341 

Blood Bank'. 778303 

Ova Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PoCce rescue . — 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police .. 89639071 

Electric Power CO. 63638174, 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotd complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information - 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas cafls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Issa Abu Huder 637132 

Dr. Issa Abu Rezeq 611784 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


HOSPITALS 


636730 

- 723672 

Wtalaf pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

- Sabcb pharmacy . — 668056 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


02:25 Bucharest (RO) 

09ft Berlin, Laraaca (IF) 

10ft Jeddah (SV) 

lift Cairo (MS> 

Jls45 Kuwait (LN) 

12ft Baghdad (IA) 

12ft Muscat, Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(OF) 

1*45 Kuwait (KU) 

14ft Dubai (EK) 

17:45 Athens, Damascus (OA) 

1835 .. Athens (SV) 

19:18 Frankfurt (LH) 


Saturday rates 

Local scO/buy rates in Eb 

Belgian franc 89.4/ 90.7 

Dutch guilder 163.9/ 165.2 

Preoch franc 55.9/ 563 

Italian lira 26/ 24.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 219.6/ 222.1 

Swedish crown 51.9 523 

Swiss franc 219.6/ 222.1 

U.K. sterling pound 515.8/ 521 .6 

U.S. dollar 3383/ 340.9 

W. German mar* 185.4/ 187.8 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Aqm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmc c ani 664171/4 

S hm e isaui Hospital — 669131 

UmvexrityHoqrital 845845/65 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 66722779 

Tbc Islamic. AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdah 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajiccn 777101/3 

ALBashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Anny, Marita — 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224(V50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


TAXIS: 

-.641833 

SSSE*?* 664888 

811857 

Heyamtaa — ; 817411 

845120 

“tiraintaxi •nwu 

Mmdthourtaxi ... 896743 


JRBID: 

DrJwamAl Saleh 274722 

Momaw pharmacy t i 

ai }Z{ 

ZARQA: 


WEATHER 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Tornilnal 1) 


SoOetia suppSed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


market prices 


PRAYER TIMES 


•4ft Fhjr 

06:16 (Sunrise) Doha 

lift Dhuhr 

14ft 'Asr 

1723 Maghreb 

18rf3 'feta 


06*5 Aqaba ( 

10ft Tonis. Casablanca ( 

lift Vienna, New York: ( 

lift Athens ( 

lift Cairo! 

19ft Kuwait, Abu Dhabi < 

21ft Kuala Lumpur, Singapore I 
21ft Bajthdad! 


Goods win appear at different alti- 
tudes, with southeasterly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, it win be hazy, with 
mrtherly moderate winds and calm 
sea. 


Uppcrfhwcr price in Bs per kig. 
Apple (AD kinds) 280/240 


21ft 

21:15 

21:15 

22ft 

23ft 


: Jeddah | 

Damascus! 

Cairo! 

. Dubai, Muscat | 
Bangkok! 


MioJmax. temp. 
Amman 7/20 

S3**® »12/26 

Deserts 5/22 

Jordan Valley 13/26 


Yesterday's high tenqxntuies: Am- 
man 18, Aqaba 25. Humidity readings: 
Atanan 34 per cent, Aqaba 26 per 
cent. 


oanana 320/260 

Banana (Mnkaamar) 270 / 220 

Beans 470/400 

Broad beans 220/160 

Beetroot 110 / go 

70/ 50 

Carrot (black) 140/100 

Canratyeflew) llfl/ 80 

Cauliflower (yellow) ...... '130/ 100 

CauEflowcr (white) 50/30 

Chestnut 550 / 500 

Cucumbers 210/160 

. Eggplant (raay 220/ 180 

Eggplant (bije) 220/ 180 


..500 / 400 

522™* 130/100 

jS/iS 



oSwffit* 180/140 

22 Saxa) -■■■■•— / aw 

Jj^CShammowi) 220/170 

Sf~==?K?. 

tSf^. 70 
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New bridge offices begin operations 

• 

SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) — As of Sunday, Feb. 15, travellers 
across the King Hussein Bridge -to the West . Bank and those 
coming to the East Bank will be processed at new offices set up 
by .the Public Security Department, according to Lt.-Col. Khalid 
Sbahin, director of the police stations at the bridge. Travellers 
previously checked in and out at old offices which had been in 
use since the 1967 occupation of the West Bank. 

Crackdown on overtaking starts today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The police will launch a campaign today to 
crackdown on motorists who try to overtake other vehicles in 
violation of rules and regulations. Bad overtaking and violations 
are a major cause of serious accidents, a police spokesman said, . 
adding, that the campaign is designed to reduce road accidents 
and ensure safety on the roads. Last year's accidents, the 
spokesman said, registered a noticeable drop over those of the 
previous year, largely due to greater public awareness and the. 
two-week campaign starting Sunday is aimed at further reducing 
accidents. 

n>B extends $14m loan to Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jeddah-based Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) has agreed to grant Jordan a $14 million loan to 
contribute towards financing stage II of the Aqaba Thermal 
Power Station, according to Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Hussein A1 Qasem. Mr. Qasem was speaking after his 
return from Jeddah where he took part in the meetings of die 
IDB executive board. He added that the board decided to 
implement a recommendation put forward by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan to the 10th annual meeting of 
the. IDB board of governors last March that the IDB increase 
credit facilities to Islamic countries facing financial problems. 

Iraqi speaker sends message to Fayez 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef AI Fayez on Saturday received a message from Speaker of 
the Iraqi Parliament Sadoun Hamadi. The message was submit- 
ted to Mr. Fayez during a meeting he held with Iraqi 
Ambassador in Amman Ghafel Jasem Hussein. During the 
meeting, Mr. Fayez and the Iraqi ambassador reviewed existing 
bilateral relations and the latest developments in Iran- Iraq war. 

Dentists delegation returns 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Jordanian Dentists 
Association (JDA) returned to Amman on Saturday after taking 
part in the council meetings of the Arab Dentists Federation 
which concluded Thursday in Dubai. JDA President Walid 
Maraqa said that during its five-day meeetings the council 
decided to support the emergency fund for Arab dentists in the 
occupied Arab territories and to allocate two scholarships for 
post-graduate studies for West Bank dentists. He added that the 
council also decided to hold the 15th conference for Arab 
dentists here in April. The meeting also discussed -the federa- 
tion's activities and general budget for the last year, he added. 

IJLTCjqnowes 4.97 million tonnes. < - — 

AMMAN (Petra) — The fleet' of lorries and other vehicles 
owned by the iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Company 
(ULTC) carried 4,962,391 tonnes since its establishment in 1980 
up until the end of 1986, according to a company spokesman. 
He said that most of the shipments made by the fleet's during 
that period were between Aqaba and Baghdad. He said that 
each of the fleet’s vehicles carried an average of 1 ,625 tonnes 
each month during 1986 alone. 



Prince Hassan thanks 
national committee for 

its assistance to Sudan 

Crown Prince chairs meeting to review relief, 
development programmes in Kass area 

AMMAN (J.T) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Saturday voiced appreciation for 
the work done by the Jordanian National Commit- 
tee for Solidarity with the Sudanese People and he 
praised the strong relations between the Sudanese 
and Jordanian peoples. 


J4is tdoyal ~J4ufhnesi drown /4ucr ~JJaSMui Conunillee for Sotdarily with ike d^udane J<? 

d^alurfLuf addresses ike Jordanian 7 Jalionaf people al ike 'University of Jordan (Pelra piolo) 


Municipality hosts symposium 
on urban organisation, town planning 


AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day 
symposium on modern city orga- 
nisation was opened at the Grea- 
ter Amman Municipality on 
Saturday. Delegates from diffe- 
rent government departments 
and municipalities will be discus- 
sing subjects related to organising 
cities, industrial and economic 
projects within the city bound- 
aries, infrastructure projects, 
traffic problems, comprehensive 
security measures inside cities, 
urban development programmes, 
first aid and emergency centres 
and environmental planning. 

Addressing the opening session 
was Greater Amm an Acting 
Mayor Ismail Armouti who re- 


viewed the development of Am- 
man from the time it was a village 
sited on the Amman stream and 
inhabited by a few hundred set- 
tlers at the turn of the century. 
He went on to discuss Amman's 
transformation into a major city 
inhabited by nearly a million peo- 
ple and provided with, all means 
of convenience and services. 

The rapid growth of the city of 
Amman resulted from a sharp 
rise in the number of people 
moving to the city and because of 
the development of economic, 
social and political life in Jordan, 
Mr. Armouti said. This rapid 
development, he continued, re- 


Ministry cautions shopkeepers 
about ‘hiding’ cigarettes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Supply on Saturday warned 
that it would take strict measures 
against store owners who try to 
hide cigarettes or refrain from 
selling them to customers. 

In a statement, the ministry 
said that locally-made cigarettes 
have disappeared from the 
shelves and some shopkeepers 
were trying to hide the cigarettes. 
The prices of local cigarettes went 
- t .ii ' v - vt; - . 


up by 30 fils a pack as of last 
Tuesday, in accordance with a 
defence order issued by Minister 
of Industry and Trade Rajai 
Muasher. The price of foreign, 
imported cigarettes went up by 50 
fils a pack at the same time. 

The ministry’s statement said 
that merchants should sell the 
cigarettes at the new rate which 
took effect on Feb. 8. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A Czechoslovak economic delegation is 
due here on Feb. 17 on an official visit to Jordan expected to last 
four days. During the visit, the delegation led by the under 
secretary of the Czech Ministry of Foreign Trade, will hold talks 
with Jordanian officials at the Ministry of Public Works and the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade on promoting bilateral trade and 
economic cooperation. The delegation members will also tour 
archaeological sites in the Kingdom. 


Traditional Arab jewelry gets a new lease of life 


By Nsjwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Traditional motifs 
of the Middle East region may 
soon be forgotten as these days 
they rarely used to decorate 
clothes and jewelry and only 
minor attempts have been made 
in the Arab World to ensure the 
continuation of this art form. One 
individual who has been involved 
in reviving indigenous symbols is 
Mrs. Azza Fahmi. 

For the past 18 years, Mrs. 
Fahmi of Egypt has been using 
traditional symbols in fashioning 
jewelry made for die woman of 
today. She has travelled exten- 
sively in the Middle East region 
to , <study the old motifs and 
geometric patterns of the tradi- 
tional designs in each country. 
“Without my knowing it, the 
various figures I saw were im- 
printed in my mind, and every 
time I wanted to design a piece of 
jewelry, I was able to draw from 
ray memory," she said during her 
recent visit to Amman . 

Combination of styles 

Therefore, in many of her 
works one can see a combination 
of old designs, such as in a pair of 
earrings which are a replica of 
antique Iraqi earrings, except for 
two lovebirds in the middle, a 
character often found in tradi- 
tional Egyptian patterns. Other 
pieces in her collection are iden- 
tical copies of the pieces of jewel- 
ry whose design and motifs are on 
the verge of extinction. Often, 
however, there are slight mod- 
ifications to make the jewelry 
more appropriate for the modem 
woman without ranting the ori- 
ginal motif, said Mrs. Fahmi. For 
example, some of the pieces 
would be too heavy to wear if the 
same amount of silver in the 
authentic piece 'was used in the 
jewelry Mrs. Fahmi was produc- 
ing. Similarly , she has made the 
earring loop thinner in order not 
to tear the lobe. 

Not only are the different sym- 
bols combined, but Mis. Fahmi 
'also uses three kinds of metals in 

her work. She buys broken pieces 

of gold, stiver and brass and 


melts them down. Then, using 
traditional techniques, Mrs. 
Fahmi makes her jewelry from 
one of the metals, or a combina- 
tion of two or three metals. Some 
of hex work is further embla- 
zoned with semi-precious stone 
such as tonrqucHse, coral, pearls 
and black agatg and a few silver 
dipped in gold bracelets are 
adorned with Arabic calligraphy. 

Exhibitions 

Over the years Mis. Fahmi’s 
work has proved to be a success 
as she has had exhibitions in 
Kuwait, Jordan, Abu Dhabi, the 
United States and over 25 dis- 
plays in Cairo. However, success 
did not come overnight. Mrs. 


from Europe and thought why 
not make fashionable jewelry 
with traditional designs here,” 
Mrs. Fahmi said. 

“When I first started, I workd 
five years in a silversmith’s work- 
shop in Khan Al Khatifi because I 
warned to make my jewelry not 
only design them, and no one bat 
me. could know exactly how I 
wanted a piece to be made," she 
continued. 

While learning the tricks of 
trade. Mis. Fahmi worked with 
simple Egyptian designs. “As 1 
began to look at the traditional 
designs in the region, my own 
desig ns became more compli- 
cated, but I did not know the 
techniques to make them," she 
said. Hex problem was soon 


her own workshop in her home. 
Ten years ago she was able to 
establish a small factory which 
presently employs 25 workers. “I 
stfll make the first design of the 
jewelry, be it a ring, necklace, 
earring, pendant, bracelet, 
brouch or belt, but then those 
working with me reproduce it." 

-She said that being both a 
collector and a silversmith has 
had another important advan- 
tage. “As a silversmith I am 
especially aware of tbe details in 
the workmanship, and as a collec- 
tor I pay special attention to the 
intricacies in the motif, and there- 
fore when it comes to creating my 
own piece of jewelry I am able to 
make the finest detail in the 



Sbe expressed regret that “not 
many people care to preserve this 
traditional art," noting that 
“Moroccans may be an exception 
since King Hassan has given spe- 
cial attention to this area as a 
large part of Morocco’s internal 
revenue comes from traditional 
crafts.” 

Her future plans include estab- 
lishing a t raining centre to teach 
children the traditional craft. “I 
was very impressed when I visited 
such a training school in Moroc- 
co. Children enrol] at a very 
young age and for the next ten 
years they only copy different 
traditional designs from the re- 
gion. Thereafter, they are given 
metals in which they have to 
create their own designs," said 
Mrs. Fahmi. This method ensures 
that tiie indigenous motifs will 
not be lost, she added. 

Mis. Fahmi will also continue 
creating jewelry and next week 
many of her collection will be on 
display in West Germany. Com- 
pletion time for a piece - ranges 
from one to ten days, and price 
can be anywhere between five to 
5000 Egyptian pounds. 


A replica of an old Palestinian s3ver necklace. 

Fahmi studied interior design at solved when the British Council 
the faculty of art at Cairo Uni- in Cairo gave her a grant for a 
veraty. After a couple of years of ax-month course in silversmi- 
work in this field, die decided thing in England, 
that she would rather design w . cK __ 

jewelry. “I saw that the majority _ wonrsnop 

of the fashionable jewelry cayng Upon her return die opened 


Correction 

In yesterday’s issue, the Jordan 
Times carried a news item from 
ihe Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
in whicb it was reported that a 
joint Jordanian-Saudi Arabian in- 
vestment company with a capital 
of $500 million had been formed. 
The capital of the company is in' 
fact $50 million. 


quires constant organisation and 
continual revision of plans for 
promoting services. 

Tbe concept behind the forma- 
tion of tbe Greater Amman re- 
gion, Mr. Armouti added, was to 
re-organise Amman and its sub- 
urbs and to develop the surround- 
ing regions. This is envisaged in a 
long-term plan now being final- 
ised for the reorganisation of tire 
capital which will be .put into 
force from now until the year 
2005, Mr. Armouti pointed out. 

Tbe Greater Amman Munici- 
pality, he said, relies on tbe out- 
come and the recommendations 
of this symposium which would 
serve as guidelines for providing 
better public services to the capit- 
al’s inhabitants. 

Another speaker was Dr. Sha- 
fiq Al Bakri, chairman of the 
board of directors of the local 
Alpha Company which helped to 
organise the symposium in coop- 
eration with a British firm. Dr. 
Bakri outlined the objectives of 
the meeting and tbe importance 
of exchanging expertise in tbe 
organisation of cities. 

Another speaker was 
Lieutenant-General Issa Omari, 
assistant Public Security Depart- 
ment director, who submitted a 
working paper on security centres 
inJAmman^He urged planners- to 
take into consideration jhe-sub- 
ject of security centres Tn 
nising tbe' capital and its subi 
Lt.-Gen. Omari also called for 
the formation of a national com- 
mittee to supervise the reorga- 
nisation of traffic in the Amman 
area and control transport within 
the city’s boundaries. 

Visit to geographic centre 

Later, the participants in the 
symposium visited the Royal 
National Geographic Centre in 
Amman. They toured its sections 
and were briefed on its functions. 
Another visit was made to the 
Royal Cultural Centre in 
Amman. 


Prince Hassan, who was 
addressing a meeting of the 
national committee at tbe Uni- 
versity of Jordan, paid special 
tribute to the Jordanian medical 
missions wbch were sent to Sudan 
to offer medical and health assist- 
ance to the victims of drought and 
famine. Prince Hassan also 
praised other medical missions 
from different countries which 
have been operating in Sudan 
offering their help to the 
Sudanese people. 

He said that relations between 
Jordan and Sudan were con- 
tinuing to grow and form a model 
for cooperation among other 
Arab countries. 

The committee met at tbe 
Faculty of Engineering to review 
the various activities and achieve- 
ments carried out by its teams in 
Sudan. 

Dr. Abdul Sal am Al Abbadi, 
under secretary of the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and 
the committee's rapporteur, also 
spoke at tbe meeting and re- 
viewed the activities which, he 
said, were greatly appreciated by 
the Sudanese people and various 
world organisations. 

Dr. Abbadi spoke about the 
committee's two phase plan with 


its short and long terra program- 
mes. The short-term plan is of an 
urgent nature and aims at stem- 
ming the spread of contagious 
diseases, curbing pollution com- 
batting malaria and organising 
vaccination campaigns and main- 
taining water wells. Dr. Abbadi 
continued. He said that the 
second phase of the plan envis- 
ages carrying out projects to re- 
construct the stricken regions and 
to provide a decent means of 
living for the people by creating 
job opportunities. 

Dr. Abbadi said that projects 
to be carried out include laying 
water and electricity network, 
constructing sanitary facilities at 
the city of Kass and building an 
agricultural secondary school, in 
cooperation with the Islamic De- 
velopment Bank. 

Agricultural development 

Hie committee's plan also en- 
tails setting up and encouraging 
agricultural development 
schemes to be carried out in 
coordination with the Sudanese 
authorities with financing from a 
number of Arab funds and with 
Jordanian technical help. Dr. 
Abbadi added. 


Also speaking was Dr. Anwar 
Bilbeisi, the secretary general of 
the Jordan Medical Council. He 
outlined the activities of the 
Jordanian medical missions to 
Sudan and said that nine missions 
comprising 20 physicians and spe- 
cialists and nurses were sent to 
Sudan. 

The general health conditions 
of the people of Kass have im- 
proved as a result of the help 
these Jordanian medical teams 
have provided. Dr. Bilbeisi 
pointed out. 

During the meeting, a general 
review was made of the different 
types of cases treated at Kass 
hospital by Jordanian teams. 

The meeting was attended by 
doctors and specialists from the 
Health Ministry, the Royal 
Medical Services, the University 
of Jordan, the Universtrv of Sci- 
ence and Technology and other 
concerned specialists along with 
Lt.-Gen. Ahmad Abdul Aziz, 
director of Sudanese medical ser- 
vices, and Sudan's ambassador to 
Jordan. 

The committee, chaired by 
Prince Hassan, was formed in 
September 1985 and groups rep- 
resentatives of Jordanian public 
and private sectors. The forma- 
tion of the committee followed 
the news of the tragedy in Sudan 
and Prince Hassan's visit to the 
stricken regions. The national 
committee launched a fund-rais- 
ing campaign in Jordan for the 
benefit of the famine victims in 
Sudan. 


Government provides for revisions 
in W. Bank employees’ salaries 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment has left the door open for 
revisions of the salaries paid to 
West Bank employees at foe start 
of every fiscal year with the pur- 
pose of providing financial help 
to them and improving their liv- 
ing conditions. Minister of Occu- 
pied Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin announced on Saturday, 
^ielsaid that his ministry, in 
cooperation with other concerned 
government departments, would 
gather information about em- 
ployees appointed to their pre- 
sent posts after tbe 1967 occupa- 
tion. He said this was being done 
in a bid to make recommenda- 
tions to the government and the 
higher committee for occupied 
territories affairs in order to take 
proper derisions in support of 
those employees. 

Mr. Dudin was addressing a 
delegation representing govern- 
ment employees in the occupied 
West Bank who were appointed 
after the 1967 war. 

Any increase in salaries paid to 
West Bank employees would not 
be part of the government-spon- 


sored five-year economic and so- 
cial development plan but forms 
part of the country's general 
budget, the minister pointed out. 

The government’s recent deci- 
sion to increase tbe salaries of 
employees affiliated to the Minis- 
try of Education came in view of 
the fact that they form the largest 
sector among the government 
employees in the occupied terri- 
tory, Mr. Dudin continued. -The 
government will not spare\any 
effort to extend similar support to 
the remaining government em- 
ployees, the minister added. 

■ He stressed that the govern- 
ment, under the guidance of His 
Majesty King Hussein, was very 
concerned about the conditions 
of government employees as it 
appreciates their efforts and the 
services they provide to the local 
inhabitants. 


Delegation expresses thanks 

The delegation voiced their 
appreciation and gratitude to the 
government for its decision to 
increase their salaries and they 
expressed hope that this support 
would also be extended to all 
other employees. They expressed 
support for the King's en- 
deavours to help the people of 
the occupied territories streng- 
then their steadfastness in the 
face of the Israeli occupation and 
in the light of the very difficult 
conditions they face. f 

Also Saturday, the minister re- 
ceived a memorandum signed by 
500 teachers employed by the 
Jordanian government in the 
occupied West Bank expressing 
appreciation to the government 
for its decision to improve their 
living conditions. 



Emergency food reaches camp 

(Coo tinned from page 1) 


The Shatila camp was also “not 
far away” from reaching a stage 
where the camp’s 5,000 Palesti- 
nian refugees wtil be forced to eat 
cats, dogs and rats, according to a 
Canadian doctor. 

“The situation, although it 
hasn't become yet as catastrophic 
as in the other camp, wiU become 
so," Chris Giannou. 37, of 
Toronto, told reporters by radio 
from Shatila. 

Saturday's relief operation fol- 
lowed months of intensive inter- 
national mediation aimed at en- 
ding a battle for control of five 
refugee camps in Beirut and 
South Lebanon, in which at least 
790 people have been killed. 

Mr. Arafat’s mainstream Fateh 
organisation has been at the fore- 
front of fighting over the past 
four months. Mr. Arafat accuses 
Amal and its ally. Syria, of trying 
to force Palestinians out of 
Lebanon. 

Amal has said it will not lift its 
siege until it recovers all positions 
it lost to Palestinian fighters last 
November at the hilltop village of 
Maghdousheh in South Lebanon. 


The village dominates Lebanon's 
coastal highway. 

Amal fighters moved back to 
positions on the ridge on Friday, 
but tbe militia has not said 
whether this fulfilled its condi- 
tions for loosening its grip on all 
five camps. 

In Damascus, Amal leader 
Nabih Bern described Friday’s 
withdrawal by Palestinians from 
Maghdousbeb as a “new chapter” 
in Lebanese-Palestinian rela- 
tions. 

However, he said Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat had sent 
fighters back to three villages 
near Maghdousheh, which they 
had earlier evacuated. 

“Tbe ball is now in Arafat's 
court,” Mr. Bern said. “He must 
withdraw his men from these 
positions." He named the villages 
as Jinsrayeb, Qraiyeh and Ain 
Ad Delb. 

He said Amal would fight to 
stop the PLO from expanding 
■militarily outside refugee camps 
in Lebanon, adding that PLO 
attacks on Israel must be coordin- 
ated with Amal. 


Kidnappers scrap possible deal 

(Continued from page 1) 

The remark, which concluded 
the statement, appears to suggest 
that the kidnappers were not con- 
templating killing their hostages 
at present. 

The underground group Isla- 
mic Jihad, meanwhile, said in a 
statement delivered to a Western 
news agency it would “mete out 
the just p unishm ent” to whoever 
claimed Mr. Obeid was kidnap- 
ped by the group. 

A caller to the rightist-control- 
led Voice of Lebanon on Thurs- 
day had claim ed Mr. Obeid’S 
abduction on behalf of Islamic 
Jihad. 

Mr. Obeid, 50, a former poli- 


tical adviser to President Amin 
Gemayel, was abducted from his 
chauffeured limousine in west 
Beirut on Thursday. 

Islamic Jihad, believed made 
up of pro-Iranian extremists, has 
said in the past it would accom- 
pany its statements by a photo- 
graph of one of its hostages to 
prove their authenticity. 

Several Islamic Jihad state- 
ments since November have been 
accompanied by a photograph of 
Mr. Anderson, 39. chief Middle 
East corespondent of AP. 

The latest black-and-white pic- 
ture appeared to be one of a 
series that Islamic Jihad started 
releasing Nov. 15. 
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Through economic 
coordination 


THE Arab Economic and Soda! Council, which has just conducted 
its 42nd session in Riyadh, could well turn out to be the most 
promising inter-Arab forum for promoting cooperation and pushing 
forward the frontiers of economic and soda! coordination among 
Arab countries. 

We are all familiar with the pivotal role that the EC has played in 
enhancing not only economic unity between western European 
countries but also in political matters. It is common knowledge that’ 
economic cohesion is a foundation on which political unity can be 
forged. With this in mind we wholeheartedly support the efforts and 
calls to accelerate economic cooperation and coordination between 
Arab countries with a view to establishing a truly institutionalised 
and fully functional Arab common market. The recommendation 
opted at the 42nd session of the Arab Economic and Social Council 
that Arab countries which have not yet ratified the pan-Arab 
agr eement on facilitating and developing commercial exchange and 
the united Arab agreement on investment should do so as soon as 
possible is a step in the right direction. There were other 
action-oriented recommendations taken by the council, notably that 
which called mi Arab countries to faithfully observe existing 
inter-Arab economic agreements and to scrap exiting restrictions on 
the flow of Arab manufactured goods to other Arab countries. The 
proposal to request the Arab Monetary Fond to facilitate the 
settlement of payments among Arab countries complements the 
other vital proposals adopted by the council, including one to benefit 
from long-term financing programmes recently drawn up by the 
Jeddah-based Islamic Development Bank. 

All these ideas and recommendations, if implemented, would 
promote inter-Arab economic and social cooperation and would 
provide a sound foundation for political coordination among Arab 
countries. Of coarse, even economic recommendations and derisions 
require a political will to make them work and render them 
functional. 

The Arab World, despite various efforts to achieve political 
understanding and harmony, is still in deep-rooted disarray and 
disunity. We have not knocked hard enough on the door of the 
economic front, even though it could offer the Arab World a real 
opportunity to achieve direct, institutionalised political unity and 
coordination which other approaches have failed to accomplish. If 
and when inter-Arab economic relations are put mi the. right coarse, 
they could very well provide the necessary momentum and environ- 
ment for real political understanding -and; coordination between ' 
Arab countries. 

But it is not enough just to open the door of economic and social 
cooperation among Arab countries within the context of the Arab 
Economic and Social Council. Rather the subject matters and the 
objectives of this inter-Arab forum must be pursued with vigour and 
determination lest inter-Arab inertia set in again to result in only 
words, resolutions and recommendations. Jordan along with the rest 
of the Arab World should accord this Arab council the priority it 
rightfully deserves and we all should play the pivotal role necessary 
to make it the action-oriented inter-Arab forum it should be. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Is Shultz changing heart? 


A few days ago American Secretary of State George Shultz sent a 
message to Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir containing 
Washington's views about the proposed international conference 
which could be a means for ending the Arab-Israeli conflict on the 
basis of direct negotiations. So far no more has been disclosed 
about the American views vis-a-vis such a conference, and we hope 
that these views would be different from Washington's earlier ideas 
of direct Arab-Israeli talks. It is useful to remind the United States 
and Israel that Arab countries' call for such a conference was quite 
clear, and demands the participation of all permanent members of 
the United Nations Security Council in addition to all parties to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict including the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. The Arabs want such a conference to implement Security 
Council resolutions on the Middle East issue especially the one thaf 
prohibits the occupation of other countries' territoiy by force. In 
this light we can say that Washington should realise that such a 
conference should not exclude any of the concerned parties and 
that the main aim of the meeting should be the implementation of 
Security Council resolutions. Unless the Americans agree to this 
there can be no successful conference and their views about an 
international conference would be unacceptable. 


Al Dustour: Shamir goes shopping to U.S. 


IN preparation for a visit by Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
to the United States, the Israeli government has drawn up a list of 
demands and types of military weapons which Shamir will present 
to the U.S. administration. Israel has been preparing the list 
without a single thought about any idea of peace and the proposed 
international conference. Even a suggestion on this conference 
made to Israel by U.S. Secretary* of State George Shultz has been 
completely ignored. It seems that Shamir realises that the U.S. 
administration can and will do nothing to exert pressure on Israel 
because of the powerful Zionist lobby” in Washington, and for this 
reason he continues to ignore any ideas by the White House or the 
U.S. administration unless they serve the interests of the Jewish 
slate and the Zionist movement. Shamir is sure that the list of 
weapons he is seeking for Israel willbe given to him because of the 
Zionist lobby's influence. Shamir is so confident that the U.S. 
.administration will respond favourably to all his demands, and we 
would not be surprised if George Shultz issued an apology to 
S hamir about his ideas on an international conference. 


Sawt Al Shaab : N o justification 


NOW that the Amal militia has retrieved Maghdousheh and 
re-stationed its forces in it. there can be no more justification for a 
continued siege of refugee camps and shelling of their residents. 
The continued shelling is bound to cause more tragedies and more 
sufferings of the Palestinians and the Lebanese alike and is a major 
obstacle to the achievement of peace in Lebanon. The continued 
war and the civil strife that involves warring factions in Lebanon 
can by no means achieve any success for any one of them over the 
other, and therefore the most proper, solution is a national 
reconciliation and a comprehensive and lasting peaceful settlement. 
But first the shelling of the refugee camps should rap because the 
shelling and the siege have brought the country to a new d* *>^erous 
situation and caused the death of innocent people. 


SoddogBso^s EscBmcDimn© IMs®. 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Reflections on measures to save expenditures 


THE fiscal measures announced by the government last week to . 
back the treasury and to narrow the gap between revenues and 
public expenditure and to reduce the deficit were long overdue. 

The first and certainly the most important measure adopted was 
to tame current expenditure and lay down the ways and means to 
achieve this objective. The importance of this step has become 
obvious after the continued growth of these expenses each years, 
despite the absence of inflation and lack of economic growth that 
may have justified the expansion in public consumption in the past. 
Curbing expenditure is a widely used expression in the Budget Law 
and also in the 1987 draft budget delivered to Parliament by the 
minister of finance. The essential point is not to call for lower 
expenses but rather to pinpoint the targets for the savings axe. The 
cabinet decision did not describe foe means which would be 
employed to accomplish this task. Maybe the details are not yet 
finalised and are still under consideration. 

It is evident however, that curbing public expenditure is not an 
easy task that can be accomplished by a pen stroke. There has to be 
a price to be paid and victims to suffer, but the process has to start 
any way, and there is no room for further delays. 


In this respect, it should not be sufficient to limit foe travel of 
official delegations abroad, not is it enough to cut down on the 
attendance of conventions or seminars held abroad. It is also not 
enough to negotiate with suppliers here in Amman instead of going 
right into their offices. 

For besides these areas of savings, foe government may have to 
kill some redundant public institutions which have faded their 
mission and ended without roles to play in our life. 

Cutting expenses should not be'limited to strict government 
departments, but should extend to reach all public sector corpora- 
tions, authorities, and other indepedent units; which work overtime 
to invent means to borrow, spend, import equipment, and expand. 

In order to enhance revenues however, the government decision 
was more specific. It increased duties on cigarettes and alcoholic 
beverages. This source of revenues has always been used whenever 
foe government needed more revenue. It is feared that both 
cigarettes and alcohol are already overtaxed beyond die optimum 
level. On foe other band it is no secret that a great quantity of 
cigarettes and alcohol consumed in Jordan are not taxed at alL The 
present increase in duties on both commodities may reduce the 


proceeds without reducing foe consumption and is posed to make 
smuggling more profitable. • ... 

■ There is no doubt that increasing the duty on ready-made clothes 
was a sound derision. It will not only yield more revenue from 
well-to-do consumers, but it will also encourage local manufactur- 
ing and expand the business of tailoiing which in turn would create 
more jobs and save foreign exchange. Perhaps the government 
should als o increase duty on ready made furniture to achieve the 
camp positive results, especially when the know-how and foe 
production capacity in this field are already there. 

However, foe increase of customs <m white cement and iro n ]»rs 
may act as a negative incentive to investment. These building 
materials are not used for consumption. Making them more 
expensive will reflect on foe cost of investments. It sin fact another 
way JQ investors. 


' Finally, the government decision to core the budget deficit must 
be hailed as a positive sign, indicating that the government is now 
fully aware of the fiscal problem, and is determined to find effective 
solutions. 
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The PLO’S return to the Lebanese equation 


By Rashid Hassarf 


The following article is reprinted 
tom the London-based Middle 
East International. The writer is a 
Lebanese journalist and writer 
residing in London. 


THE renewed assertiveness of 
the Palestinian fighters in Leba- 
non, as demonstrated in the latest 
round of foe “camps war,” has 
considerable psychological and 
political implications for Leba- 
non. While most observers have 
stressed foe regional dimension 
of foe struggle for the camps, 
seeing it as a new phase in the 
long-running PLO-Syrian con- 
flict, it is in fact at the inter- 
Lebanese rather than at the re- 
gional level that foe Palestinian 
revival may have most impact. 

The Palestinians' recent succes- 
ses will of course have some 
regional repercussions. They 
boost foe standing of the PLO 
and its chairman Yasser Arafat, 
and revive the chances of unity 
among Palestinian organisations, 
while presenting Syria with a 
head-on challenge to its authority 
in Lebanon. But such successes, 
vital though they may be for ‘ 
Palestinian morale, are unlikely 
to determine foe regional balance 
of power or foe course of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. The Palesti- 
nians may succeed in holding on 
to their gains, but they realise all 
too clearly that their backs are 
still against the wall, and that a 
return to even a degree of foe 
freedom of movement they ten- 
joyed pre-1982 is simply unthirii.- :: 
able at present. 

The Israeli invasion of 1982, 
and the subsequent Syrian- 
Palestinian confrontations in the 
Beqaa valley and north Lebanon, 
almost completely wiped out the 
onoe all-pervasive Palestinian 
presence, whose remnants were 
squeezed into the confines of the 
refugee camps. The Arafat fight- 
ers who have sneaked back to the 
camps in the south and around 
Beirut have found that foe new 
Lebanon is far less hospitable. 
The disintegration of Lebanon 
into impenetrable sectarian mini- 
states, Syria’s hegemony over foe 
Beqaa and the north, Israel’s 
control of a large buffer zone in 
foe south, the unstoppable rise of 
an aggressive and firmly anti- 
Palestinian Shi'ite militia, and the 
general lack of sympathy among 
all Lebanese toward any return to 


the pre-1982 chaos leave the 
Palestinians with very little room 
to manoeuvre. The war of foe 
camps seems also to have in- 
creased Shi’ite antipathy to the 
point where an “exclusion zone” 
for Palestinians now extends to 
the limits of Sidon, 80 kilometres 
north of the Israeli border — far 
enough to prevent PLO fighters 
resuming guerrilla attacks on 
Israel or re-establishing military 
bases in foe south. 


...the Palestinian re- 
vival could still dis- 
rupt the fragile ba- 
lance between the 
warring factions. 


economicafly-margizial south, foe 
Shi'ites could see no real advan- 
tage in jumping on the cantonisa- 
tion bandwagon. 

But Shi'ite ambitions for 
national prominence have been 
repeatedly frustrated by Leba- 
non’s political stalemate and the 
apparently irreversible political 
disintegration of foe country. Im- 
patient to translate their new- 
found power and identity into 
lasting strategic gains, one of. 
their major aims has become foe 
total domination of the sooth, 


later gather enough momentum 
to expand outride them. In 
Sidon, foe regional capital of the 
south, this has already happened, 
with the Palestinians now effec- 
tively in control of the whole city 
as well as Ain Al Hllweh camp. 
With the capture of Magh- 
donsbeh, foe Palestinians even 
seriously threaten Shi’ite com- 
munications between the south 
and Beirut. In Beirut, the 
Shfites’ main concern is that the 


SfrSaS— Palestinian power has 

foe border zone and of the lent weight tO the 


The re-emergence of 


But despite the constraints of 
this hostile new environment, the 
Palestinian revival could still dis- 
rupt the fragile balance between 
the warring factions. The war of 
the camps could indirectly affect 
foe future balance between 
Shi’ites and Sunnis, thereby in- 
fluencing not only the future of 
Beirut and Sidon but the future 
political equilibrium of foe whole 
country. This equilibrium has 
already been profoundly altered 
in the past few years by the fierce 
battles between foe Maronites 
and Druze for the strategic moun- 
tain region, in which a series of 
Christian defeats resulted in the 
most Tar-reaching demographic 
•changes, ft^LeVhnoa'rf history. * •" 
As the largest and historically 
foe most under-privileged com- 
munity in Lebanon, the Shi’ites 
have long been looking for ways 
of achieving territorial and poli- 
tical gains. Their confidence 
greatly boosted by the Iranian 
revolution and by the strategic 
alliance between Tehran and 
Damascus, they have been in no 
mood for compromise. Initially, 
their aim was to gain foe upper 
band in a reconciled Lebanon. In 
line with this strategy, Shi’ite 
leaders such as foe acting presi- 
dent of foe higher Shi'ite council. 
Sheikh Mehdi Shams ad-Din, 
have insisted on a “numerical 
democracy'' in which, as the 
largest community, the Shi'ites 
hoped to secure the central role 
that was once the privilege of the 
Maronites. Confined to the Sy- 
rian-controlled Beqaa and the 


zone 

Palestinians south of Sidon north- , , n . .. 

wards, resulting in their effective theory that a Talestl- 
control of and gradual expansion' nian-Sunni-DrUZe 
into Sidon and Beirut. The con- ... , , 

axis is developmg . 


quest of Beirut represents not 
only the conquest of a symbol of 
wealth from which foe Shi'ites 
have been excluded for decades, 
but also compensates for the poli- 
tical marginality of the Beqaa and 
the south, thus giving the Shi'ites 
powerful leverage on foe national 
level. Inevitably, achieving this 
ambition involves a showdown 
with foe increasingly rancorous 
Sunni opposition and the neutra- 
lisation of the (also predominant- 
ly Sunni) Palestinians, who have 
recently re-emerged as the only 
factor able to help foe Sunnis 
contain the rise of Shi’ite power. 

A major problem for the Sun- 
nis is their failure to create a 
credible military 


consolidation of Palestinian posi- 
tions in the three camps of Bourj ' 
Al Barajneb, Sabra and Chatila 
will enable them eventually to 
“recapture” foe capital or at least 
to pose a serious challenge to 
Amal’s domination, as well as 
encouraging Sunni resistance. 

Hie re-emergence of Palesti- 
nian power has lent weight to the 
theory that a Paiestinian-Sunm- 
Druze axis is developing. At this 
stage, however, such a rap- 
prochement is still low-key, with 
foe Sunnis and Druze anxious not 


to antagonise Syria. The Sunnis 
have become openly resentful of 
machine- -Mj-nawhat they see as -the provocative 
match .those Of - OtheF factions.' njpnd in timidating ^domination . .of 
Despite their numbers (they -are. Amal and’ may , have roncludedf 


foe second largest community in 
the country) and their concentra- 
tion in foe cities, the Sunnis have 
been chronically handicapped by 
their lack of martial traditions 
and of assabiya (sectarian solidar- 
ity) and by the erosion of their 
demographic dominance of the 
cities through large-scale, mainly 
Shi'ite, immigration from rural 
areas from foe 1950s on. Conse- 
quently, foe Sunnis were forced 
from the start of the civil war to 
rely directly or indirectly on 
Palestinian organisations. Most 
of the Sunni -dominated militias 
were directly supported with 
arms, money, recruitment, train- 
ing, and command by Fatah and 
other Palestinian groups. 

The Shi’ites fear that the steady 
build-up of Palestinian power 
within the camps will sooner or 


'that a resurgence of foe Palesti- 
nians is the lesser of two evils. 
They may thus have been en- 
couraging this comeback, with 
foe approval of some Sunni Arab 
states. The Shi’ite Amal militia 
and its Syrian sponsors have long 
been apprehensive about such a 
development, and when the Sun- 
ni Murabitoun militia was li- 
quidated by Amal with the sup- 
port of Junblatt fighters (a coup 
which enraged the spectrum of 
Sunni leaders), foe main reason 
given to justify this act against an 
ally was that foe Murabitoun had 
been helping Palestinians to rein- 
filtrate the capital. 

The recent escalation in foe 
“camps war’* has given foe Druze 
the tricky task of -trying to recon- 
cile heavy Syrian pressure to join 
foe war against foe camps with 


'their “special relationship” with 
foe Palestinians, and with their 
long-term political interests. 
Under foe leadership of Wahid 
Junblatt, they have so far suc- 
ceeded in sticking to a relatively 
“neutral” course, while turning a 
blind eye to foe Palestinian use of 
their territory to bombard Shi'ite 
positions. Under their late leader 
Kama! Junblatt, foe Druze de- 
veloped a strong relationship with 
foe Palestinians. This relationship 
was maintained by his son and 
successor Walid, and was recently 
strengthened when foe Druze de- 
fied Syrian pressure to join foe 
attacks on foe camps, and also 
took it upon themselves to shelter 
and protect large numbers of 
Palestinians who had fled the 
camps and were seeking refuge 
from reprisals by Amal. In addi- 
tion, it is known that the hun- 
dreds of PLO fighters who were 
dispatched by sea to reinforce 
Palestinian positions around 
Sidon landed on the Dnize-con- 
trolled Chouf coastline. 

A major reason for the stance 
of the Druze is the effective 
support they received from the 
Palestinians in their decisive war 
with the Maronites two years ago. 
In addition, hundreds of Palesti- 
nian fighters are helping to man 
the front-line at Suq Al Ghaib 
and other hard pressed Christian 
positions in the mountains. In foe . 
face of mounting Syrian pressure, 
Junblatt has repeatedly cited this 
as -the- main argument against.. 
Druze participation in foe attacks . 
on the. camps. But with AingT 

fight ers finding it inc reasingly dif- 
ficult to score a decisive victory, 
Syrian patience with Junblatt may 
be wearing thin. During a recent 
visit to Damascus the Druze lead- 
er was received by Syrian Chief- 
of-Staff General Hikmat Shehabi 
with the words “Hello, our 
strategic enemy,” an ironic refer- 
ence to Junblatt's repeated asser- 
tion that “Syria is our strategic 
ally.” In the face of Syrian 
annoyance, Junblatt is giving 
Amal (another “strategic ally”) 
noisy political support and trying 
to appease foe Syrians with anti- 
Arafat rhetoric. 

In Beirut, foe Druze. have 
already taken some quiet steps 
towards a rapprochement with 
foe Sunnis. Junblatt (himself a 
Sunni on his mother’s side) has 
publicly apologised for his part in 


the coup against foe Murabitoun, 
and Druze support for the 
Palestinians has increased foe 
attraction of Junblatt's militia for 
Sunni youth. Hundreds of Sunni 
Kurds and Bedouin, as well as 
former members of the Murabi- 
toun, have been signing up with 
the PSP militias. 

Like many others in Lebanon, 
the Druze are increasingly wor- 
ried about what they see as an 
aggressive Shi’ite drive to break 


...the Druze defied 
Syrian pressure to 
join the attacks on 
the camps... 


the traditional balance which has 
ensured the survival of all 
Lebanese minorities. The Sunnis 
and Maronites are also highly 
sensitive to any one party thre- 
atening “foe equilibrium.” The 
■ golden rule of Lebanese politics 
Jias been, and remains, that no 
community should be able to 
monopolise power or to dominate 
another. Historically the astute 
and efficient Maronites may have 
succeeded in asserting their hege- 
mony over foe others, bat recent 
history has shown this to be no 
•more than a temporary success. 
Ironically, sensing the same kind 
of danger that used to be felt by 
their rivals, foe Maronites have 
themselves joined foe effort to 
check the Shi’ite, rise, to which 
end they have even provided poli- 
tical and material support fen 
their long-sworn enemies, the 
Palestinians. In contrast, when 
the Shi'ite militia clashed with 
their Druze enemy, foe Maro- 
nites were quick to lend support 
to foe Shi’ites, although not 
enough to help them score a 
decisive victory. 

For foe outsider, the constant 
manoeuvring which characte- 
rises the Lebanese political game 
can be hard to fathom. Regional 
powers caught up in foe Lebanese 
tangle, notably Syria and Israel, 
have found it an exhausting busi- 
ness trying tb impose a Tasting 
and manageable order. With the 
Palestinian resurgence now an 
important new factor in the 
'Lebanese equation, a “manage- 
able order" seems further away 
than ever. 


Terrorism hits U.S. but very few seem to care 


By Abdeen Jabara 


THE word “terrorism” conjures 
up images of bloody incidents in 
foreign places. It often connotes 
persons of Arab descent. When 
terrorism strikes at home, claim- 
ing the life of an Arab- American, 
few seem to be aware, and few in 
high positions seem to care. 

Arab- Americans care. In 

November, Arab- Americans in 
Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles. Houston and 
Washington D.C, held memorial 
services for Alex Odeh, a Palesti- 
nian- American who was killed in 
October 1985. 

Alex Odeh, who served as 
West Coast regional director of 
foe American- Arab Anti- Discri- 
mination Committee (ADC), 
died in a terrorist incident on 
American soil. He was killed Oct. 
A. 1985, as be came to work at 
4. XT’s Santa Ana office. A bomb 
trip-wired to his office door 


shredded foe lower half of his 
body and wounded seven passers- 
by in the street below. Now, one : 
year later, foe FBI. which initi- 
ated an investigation into foe 
terrorist incident, has failed to 
solve the case. And one year 
later, Arab- Americans are still in 
th dark about who killed Alex. 


The lack of progress in the 
FBI's probe has been felt so 
acutely by the Arab- American 
community that it has taken foe 
step of posting a $100,000 reward 
for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the per- 
son or persons responsible Tor 
Alex's death. The ADC National 
Office announced the reward on 
the first anniversary of the 
murder. 


The Reagan administration's 
and foe media's indifference to- 
ward terrorism directed against 


Americans of Arab descent was 
already clear a year ago- Three 
days before Alex’s death, another 
American, Leon Klinghoffer, was 
killed in a terrorist incident 
aboard foe hijacked cruise ship 
Achille Lauro. President Reagan 
dispatched American Navy jets to 
force down an Egyptian airliner 
and apprehended Kllnghoffer’s 
murderers. Mrs. Klinghoffer her- 
self received a personal visit from 
President Reagan shortly thereaf- 
ter. The only presidential atten- 
tion received by Mrs. Odeh, foe 
widow of the other victim of 
terrorism, was a form letter from 
Reagan thanking Alex for past 
campaign contributions and 
asking for more. Alex’s murder 
took place under the cover of our 
government’s and media’s preoc- 
cupation with the Achille Lauro 
hijacking and has since become 
nothing more than a footnote to 


it. Today, if yon ask an American 
if they know of foe Alex Odeh 
case, foe response is: “Alex 
who?” 


attention under foe Freedom of 
Information Act. That disclosure 
a. quick denial by FBI 
itive Assistant Director 


prompted 

executive 


There is now a crisis of confi- 
dence among Arab- Americans 
who fear that our government, by 
reason" of its “special rela- 
tionship” with Israel, may not be 
able to solve foe Alex Odeh case, 
especially when law-enforcement 
officials have intimated that 
Alex's killers may have fled the 
country undetected and sought 
refuge in Israel. 

Earlier this year the Los 
Angeles field office of foe U.S. 
Secret Service, which had moni- 
tored the FBI’s probe into the 
murder, reported the Odeh case 
closed in Los Angeles “due to 
lack of investigative, leads,” 
according to a Secret Service 
memo which came to ADC’s 


Oliver Revell, who on July 16 
told the House Subcommittee on 
Criminal Justice that the Secret 
Service memo was ' ‘probably” 
due to a “misunderstanding.” 


ADC was and is disposed to 
believe Revell, but other disturb- 
ing reports are grounds for grave 
co ncern. Revell confirmed there 
was a “foreign connection” in foe 
case and that the country in ques- 
tion was Israel. Revell also said 
foe FBI was seeking the help of 
the Israeli government. Ths is 
the same government which re- 
cently pardoned Avraham Sha- 
Ion, the head of Shin Bet, Israel’s 
own FBI, after he directed a 
cover-up of the murders of two 


Palestinian prisoners taken into 
custody in April 1984. 

Akx Odeh, poet, teacher and 
defender of hitman righ ts was 
honoured twice this year with 
posthumous awards from foe 
Orange County Homan Relations 
Co mmi s s ion and the Los Angeles 
County Human Relations Com- 
mission. He has not been forgot- 
ten by his family, friends or com- 
munity. But that is not enough. 
Alex felt passionately that if one 
American can be victimised for 
his beliefs, so can all. As long as 
his murder goes unpunished , we 
are all the victims of terrorism. 


The writer is the president of the 
American- Arab Anti-Discrimina- 
tion Committee. His article is 
sprinted from The Orange 
County Register. 


Politically muzzled, Indonesian students find religion 


By Bill Tarrant 

Reuter 


BANDUNG, Indonesia — At 
noon on Fridays, foe Institute of 
Technology at Bandung (ITB) is 
nearly deserted as students gather 
for foe main extra-curricular 
activity on campus these days — 
praying and religious discussion. 

The Muslim majority responds 
to a call to prayer at the bustling 
university mosque, while the tiny 
Christian community holds an 
evangelical service in a school 
building featuring folk guitar 
music, Bible reading and con- 


versation. 

ITB, whose most famous alum- 
nus was Sukarno, Indonesia's 
first president, was once a hotbed 
of political activism. Now it 
seems like a mellow religious 
community with a social consci- 
ence. 

The radical student movement 
in Indonesia ended abruptly after 
campus protests on the eve of foe 
1978 presidential election. 
Troops restored order, killing or 
wounding dozens of students and 
occupying the ITB for three 
months. 

Afterwards, President Suhar- 


to's government banned all meet- 
ings and discussion of sensitive 
political issues on campuses. 

Today, as Indonesia prepares 
for parliamentary elections in 
April, the students are calm — 
cowed, say cynics. 

Students still stage foe occa- 
sional well-behaved protest. 

Some 300 marched last ‘month 
to foe transportation ministry to 
protest at bus and train fare rises. 
Fifty were detained and their 
parents were called to fetch them 
from the police station. 

In September, ITB students 
gave visiting French President 


Francois Mitterrand a boisterous 
welcome — then unfurled ban- 


ners protesting against a 31 per 
cent devaluation of Indonesia’s 


currency, the rupiah. 

“They (foe authorities)-tried to 
find out who die leaders were,” 
one student said of the brief but 
noisy protest “But there weren’t 
any leaders. That’s why (protests) 
are always weak and disorga- 
nised,” 

Some students have vented 
gripes through anonymous leaflets 
or sent letters to Jakarta’s media 
in support of an alleged fun- 
damentalist Islamic movement in 


the country. 

In this town set on a high 
plateau ringed by strangely- 
shaped volcanoes, the Salman' 
University mosque is the focus of 
ITB’s Muslim community. 

The mosque has a library, pub- 
lishing house, canteen, health di- 
me, dormitory and activities cen- 
tre. The mosque’s mission, 
according to its newsletter, is to 
practise orthodox Islam and sci- 
entifically probe issues of econo- 
mic and social justice. 

Each week more than 125 
“kfaarisma” study groups hold 
free-wheeling discussions on the 


lawn outside the mosque. Many 
women wear the jilbab head- 
dress that marks them as strict 
followers of Islam. 

But leaders of the country’s 142' 
million Muslims, the largest Isla- 
mic community in the world, say 
fodonesia is a long way from a 
smdent-fomented. f undamental - 
ist revolution like that which con* 
sumed Iran in 1978. 

But he added that “undemo- 
cratic methods and economic 
pouoeS'foat widen the gap be- 
tween nch and poor are twining 


* 
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Zionists and Evangelists on the road to Armageddon 


By Dr. A. Clare Brandabnr 


Prophecy and Pbfittes: Mffitaat 
Evaagefists oo the Row! to Nuc- 
lear War by Grace gfah»n 
(Lawrence HUI & Company, 
Westport, Connecticut) 1986. 

IN this book Grace Halsell docu- 
ments the incongruous alliance 
between the Israeli right wing and 
American eva ngel ical Christians. 
As in previous books, Ms. Halsell 
combines intensive research with 
an unusual and sometimes 
arduous “partidpatoiy observa- 
' J tion.” In Journey to Jerusalem 
she explored the rigors of life 
under military occupation by 
sharing with Palestinian students 
at Birzeit University an attack on 
their campus by the Israeli 
occupation forces and by spend- 
ing time in refugee camps and 
Israeli settlements. In Soul Sister 
she recounted the experience of 


being treated like a black woman 
in Harlem and in Mississippi, 
having darkened her skin by the 
same dangerous chemical as that 
used by the Late author of Black 
Like Me. 

To gather first-hand informa- 
tion for the present book, Grace 
Halsell attended rallies of pro- 
Israeli Christian fundamentalists 
in the U.S. and took part in two 
Jerry Falwell tours of the Zionist 
■ state in 1983 and 1985, interview- 
ing pilgrims from a wide variety 
of backgrounds in order to ex- 
plore attitudes toward Zionism 
from an impressively kaleidesco- 
pjc vantage-point. The result is a 
highly readable and infocmative 
analysis of a growing constituen- 
cy: The so-called “muscular” 
Christians who have joined 
Israeli Zionists in a new variant of 
idolatry in which biblical “Sion” 
has degenerated from a spiritual 
symbol into a piece of real estate 
for which one may legitimately 
rape, murder, and pillage. 


According to their apocalyptic 
convictions, God blesses all who 
love Israel, there is no hmrt to the 

financial and militar y 

which Israel deserves, ami 
provides the location for 
Armageddon — the final and 
Inevitable nuclear holocaust 
which is required to precipitate 
the longed-for return of Jesns. ■ 
. Among the great values of this 
book is the wealth of detail con- 
cering tire identities and affilia- 
tions of sects and individuals in 


BOOK REVIEW 


the fundamentalist camp, and 
their circles of influence in U.S. 
and Israeli nffiriaiiinm In this 
“who’s who” of doomsday, we 
learn what TV evangelist Presi- 
dent Reagal calls on to open a 
Republican convention or to con- 
duct a prayer breakfast. What 
wealthy American has purchased 

a half- milli on dollar mansi on 

across the street from the Israeli 
embassy in Washington, D.C., to 
create a chapel (buhet-broof and 
sound-proof) for 24-hour daily 
prayers by U.S. congressmen and 
other high officials for the express 
intention of begging die Almighty 
to hasten the total dispossession 
of P alestinians of their remaining 
land? Her belief is that all the 
land promised to the Jews in 
Genesis must be in Jewish posses- 
sion before Jesns Christ can re- 
turn in glory. In tins mansion 
millions of dollars are collected 
and funnelled to Gush F-mnnim 
settlers for illegal expropriation 
of land in the occupied Arab 
territories. We learn what TV 
preacher now flies his own pri- 
vate plane, a gift from Israel, and 
which evangelist was responsible 
for convincing anti-Israeli Jesse 


Helms that Israel was sufficiently 
fascist to merit his ardent sup- 
port. 

In the process of delineating 
her central thesis — that these 
Christian Zionists regard 
Armageddon as inevitable and 
even desirable and are therefore 
pushing the world toward nuclear 
war — Ms. Halsell unravels many 
of the paradoxes intrinsic to her 
subject. For example, she ex- 
plores die question of the strange 
alliance between American Jews 
(who were formerly associated 
with liberal and civil-rigbts 
causes) and right-wing reaction- 
ary Christians. Her answer: both 
groups, however divergent their 
views on other matters, share a 
personal commitment to Israel. 
The author is aware of the irony 
that (m the evangelical view) 
Jews will, in the Last days, either 
be converted to Christ or killed, a 
consumption which one might 
think less than devoutly to be 
wished from a Jewish point of 
view. 

Perhaps equally puzzling for 
the unini tiated is tiie war-lust of a 
religious group whose founder 
was dedicated to peace and love. 
The author was surprised and 
dismayed to find that the Falwell 
tours of the “Holy Land” com- 
pletely by-passed the Arab resi- 
dents, not only Muslims but also 
the Christians who live and have 
lived in Palestine since Biblical 
times, even avoiding religious 
sites such as Nazareth and Beth- 
lehem. Religious services were 
conducted in Israeli hotels and 
featured speakers were high-. 
ranking Israeli nnfitaiy and gov- 
ernment officials who roused the 
pilgrims to spasms of ecstasy with 
their talk of war and of driving 
out the Arabs and confiscating 
more land. On one occasion the 
tour buses stopped at Nazareth 
near the Sea of Galilee where 
Jesns preached the Beatitudes at 
the very outset of his public 



Grace Habefl 

ministry: “Blessed are the peace- 
makers, etc.” The stop was only 
to use toilet facilities. 

Ms. Halsell provides a dear 
review of some of the primary 
historical forces which have led to 
this astonishing situation, and, 
though the book is not meant to 
appeal primarily to scholars and 
(foes not include a bibliography, 
one could construct from these 
pages a good list of introductory 
sources for further study. In addi- 
tion to important books by Noam 
Chomsky and Paul Findley, die 
book Hisc»i-S!Ms The Fate of the 
Jews by a religious American 


Jew, Roberta Strauss Feueriicbt, 
in which modem Israel is casti- 

g ted for the same idolatry as its 
Id Testament forerunners — 
i.e. placing faith in militant kings 
rather than in the ethical tradition 
of the Hebrew prophets. The 
author also draws on the recent 
study of Noe- Jewish Zionism by 
Regina Sharif of Kuwait Uni- 
versity which traces with great 
erudition four centuries of Christ- 
ian and i u*”lar Soman in the 
West (often motivated by anti- 
Semitism) which culminated in 
the Balfour declaration and the 
founding of a racist and colonial- 
ist Zionist state. 

Israeli plans to destroy the 
Dome of the Rock and A1 Aqsa 
Mosque and to rebuild Solomon’s 
Temple on the Haram A1 Sharif 
have already been published by 
Israel Shahak, a professor at 
Hebrew University, and in an 
article by Ms. Halsell (Shrine 
Under Siege, published by The 
link, Amen, Inc., Vol. 17, No. 3, 
Augnst/September 1984). In the 
present book, . the author re- 
counts conversations with Israeli, 
guides and evangelical pilgrims 
who assert that his plan is re- 
quired by scriptural prophecy 
though they admit that the goal of 
restoring animal sacrifice in suds 
a temple is “atavistic.” Ms. 
HakeU’s immediate concern with 
this plan is the probable effect it 
would have in precipitating 
World War m, a consequence 
accepted with amaring equanim- 
ity by her respondents. The two 
great mosques are among the 
most andent and the most vener- 
ated shrin es for Muslims worl- 
dwide, and constitute an irre- 
placeable architectural and cultu- 
ral treasure for all human beings. 

Yet Zionists of this fanatical per- 
suasion speak casually of their 
destruction and the ensuing 
cataclysm as part of God’s plan. 
Evangelical Christians in the U.S. 


have contributed millions of doK 
Jars toward this plan, often in 
response to spurious claims that 
rfirigriafK are prevented by 
Muslim caretakers from wor- 
shipping at their Holy Land 
shrines. 

Halsell points out that no evi- 
dence has been found to indicare 
that Solomon’s Temple actually 
stood on the site of the great 
mosques, and even quotes Israeli 
scholars who believe they can 
prove that it must have been 
located elsewhere. Nevertheless 
.the planning and excavations 
under the Haram A1 Sharif con- 
tinue apace. 

At this time, when Washing- 
ton, D.C. is digesting new revela- 
tions about U.S. aid to the con- 
tras and arms deals with Iran at a 
time when both were forbidden 
explicitly by U.S. foreign policy 
and congressional decree, it is 
sobering to realise the enormous 
forces which are propelling that 
country and the world toward 
nuclear war. Millions of Christ- 
ians listen to dozens of TV 
evangelists who preach the need 
for more nudear weapons and 
who disregard the mountainous 
national debt. In the light of the 
inevitability of apocalyptic nuc- 
lear confrontation with the Soviet 
Union, these people seem to be- 
lieve that there is no point in 
worrying about a balanced 
budget. No one, in their view, 
will be around to demand its 
repayment, since Armageddon is 
almost upon us. 

Grace Halsell’s new book is 
frightening but essential reading 
for everyone concerned about the 
survival of humankind. 

The writer is a Fulbrigbt Profes- 
sor at die Department of English 
atAlBa’atb University in Homs, 
Syria. She contributed this review 
to the Jordan Times. 


Bangladeshis found to be Britain’s most disadvantaged group 


By Michael Wise 

Reuter 

LONDON — Bengali dialects 
mix with Cockney in London's 
Brick Lane, the main street run- 
ning through an area which has 
become home to nearly half the 
rapidly- growing Bangladeshi 
community in Britain. 

This East End district, known 
as Tower Hamlets, has served as 
a base for recent immigrants for- 
huitdreds of years, beginning with ■ 
the Huguenots who came from 
France in the 17th and 18th cen- 
turies and more recently Jews 
from Eastern Europe. 

Shops selling Asian vegetables, 
rice and sweets now outnumber 
the vendors of bagels and pickled 
herring. A Huguenot church, 
built in Brick Lane in 1763 and 
later used as a synagogue, houses 
a mosque for the Islamic Bang- 
ladesh is. 

While the Huguenots and Jews 
were able to thrive and gain 
foothold in British society, there 


is rising concern about the obsta- 
cles facing the Bangladeshis, 
most of them illiterate fanners 
who began migrating here in the 
late 1950s to escape poverty in 
the Sylhet region of northern 
Bangladesh. 

Bangladeshis are only of a num- 
ber of groups with Asian and Indian 
subcontinental origins liv- 
ing here, but a parliamentary 
report issued last month con- 
cluded they are- Britain’s most 
'disadvantaged ethnic minority."- 
1 Hie ’ all-party parliamentary. 

1 home affairs committee ’ found 
rhat they live in the worst and 
most overcrowded housing, suf- 
fer exceptionally high unem- 
ployment, receive low pay and 
are disproportionately affected 
by racial violence. 

It said that a significant number 
of Bangladeshis had an alarming- 
ly poor command of English — 
most communicate in their native 
Sylheti. a form of Bengali — and 
said there was considerable 
underadnevement among their 


children at school. 

The Bangladeshi community 
has grown from 36,000 in 1979 to 
its current level of over 100,000. 
“They are the last of the immig- 
rant community groups to come 
to the United Kingdom.” said 
committee chairman John 
Wheeler. 

Britain, which has greatly tight- 
ened its immigration laws in re- 
cent years, continues to allow 
■■ entry by dependent spouses and 
-children of : Bonjglarieshi men who 
initially came here on their own. 

The high birthrate among the 
recent immigrants — the commit- 
tee said Bangladeshi women in 
Britain average eight children 
each compared to two among 
British overall — has resulted in 
an unusually young community. 
Just over half the British Bang- 
ladeshis are under the age of 15. 

Racial discrimination has left 
them discouraged about their 
prospects. “It doesn't matter how 
well you speak English or how 
well educated you are,” said 


Ashfaq Kazi, a welfare worker 
with the Bangladeshi Youth 
Movement for Equal Rights. 

“As long as you have brown 
skin you are not considered En- 
glish.”’ 

The director of a local job 
training programme complains 
that prejudice makes it hard to 
place qualified Bangladeshis with 
employers in the nearby London 
financial district — “I tell an 
employer her name is Mrs. Aftab 
■rand -that ends it right away.”- 
J. A spate of brutal beatings of 
v Asians in the East End during the 
past decade stirred Bangladeshi 
youths to form some 20 dabs 


within the drab public housing 
projects where most of them live. - 

“We don’t walk around on our 
own,” Aziz Mi ah, of the Federa- 
tion of Bangladeshi Youth Orga- 
nisations said. “We always go in 
groups and make sure the older 
people are not going to be attack- 
ed. We’re not going to sit back 
and take it.” 

Conditions in the public hous- 
ing projects are dismal. The re- 
port criticised the local council, 
which manages the projects, for 
giving Bangladeshis the least 
adequate accommodation of all. 

"People back home think life 
in London is one big paradise,” 


one Bangladeshi youth said. 
“They think all the bouses are 
like Bu ckingham Palace but don’t 
know people are living in damp 
houses with leaky roofs and small 
rooms.” 

Abdul Sattar, a 48-year-old 
textile machinist, lives in one of 
these damp houses, a council- 
owned four-room flat. The walls 
in two of the barely heated rooms 
are so covered with mould and 
streaming condensation that his 
family of eight crowd- into the 
remaining two. 

“Two of my children are suffer- 
ing from asthma because of the 
damp,” he said. 
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On Pelefiu, an island in the Republic of Palau in the Pacific, 
more than 13,000 Americans and Japanese died in less than 
three months of fighting, often hand to hand, in the autumn of 
1944. 


The world's most complex public works 
scheme is the Daita Project buii t to p rotect 
the Netherlands from North Sea storms. 
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During the past two cen- 
turies, man's indiscriminate 
hunting and destruction of 
habitat have exterminated the 
North American wapiti (elk) 
throughout 90 percent of its 
former range. 



Soviet cosmonauts have 
togged more than twice the 
flight time of U.S. astro- 
nauts. 


Scientists hope satellite provides 
clues on puzzling northern lights 


By Birgit Lofgren 

lie Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — Researchers 
above the Arctic Circle say they 
hope Sweden's only satellite will 
teach them more about the north- 
ern lights, the heavenly phe- 
nomenon that has puzzled scien- 
tists for centuries. 

The co loured lights, also 
known as aurora borcahs, gener- 
ally play within two oval-shaped 
belts above the North Pole. 

The fights appear in a variety of 
shapes and colours. Like snow- 
flakes, no two displays are ever 
quite the same. They can be calm 
or pulsate, colours glowing or 
fading. 

Modern scientists explain the 
aurora as an interaction between 
the electromagnetic material 
around the sun and the earth’s 
magnetic field. 

“But the physical mechanism 
involved are not folly under- 


stood, and here’s where the Vik- 
ing Project comes,” said Ingrid 
Sandahl, a scientist at the Kiruna 
Geophysical Institute in Swedish 


Fredga, scientific lead- 
ei; of the Viking Project, said the 
satellite photographs the north- 
ern lights in daylight, wind) was 
impossible before. It takes pic- 
tures from above at 20-second 
■intervals. 

Researchers monitor the satel- 
lite from die institute in Lapland, 
far from the light and air pollu- 
tion that usually make the north- 
ern lights invisible to dty dwellers 
further south. 

Ms. Sandahl said chances of 
viewing the northern lights are 
best on windless winter nights in 
cold, dear weather. 

Viking was launched last 
February from the Esrange space 
centre in northern Sweden. De- 
signers expected it to operate for 
eight months. 


But a year later, the satellite 
continues working and might do 
so for another couple of months, 
Ms. Fredga said. 

Viking operates on a 106 mil- 
lion kronor ($16.3 million) 
budget. Contributions for the 
project also come from the Un- 
ited States, Canada, France, 
West Germany, England, De- 
nmark and Norway. 

The northern lights have been 
a mystery for thousands of years. 
They are depicted in carvings 
believed to date back to the stone 
age, and the Greek philosopher 
Aristotle also noted them. 

Primitive northern people be- 
lieved the lights were the spirits 
of the dead either fighting or 
playing. 

The aurora is described in old 
tales as being accompanied by 
various sounds — crackl ing , rust- 
ling or buzzing. But scientists say 
that is unlikely. 
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The First and Only Greek 
jRestaurant in Jordan 

TONIGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 






.ZORBA THE GREEK. 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN . 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAF 
TEL 641585 NO COVER CHMiCA B 
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- The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jahal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 




D< 'tt 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


The Ideal Residence for Expatriates & 
Businessmen 


IIAIfOTEL SD 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTLa 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 
. HOTEL * APARTOTEL * 
RESTAURANT 


fd 


EVERY 

DAY_n 


PEOPLE WHO NEED 

MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 

CALL US' 


Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 



Murdoch clears last 
hurdle for Australian 
media control 


By Francis Daniel 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Media magnate 
Rupert Murdoch on Feb. 9 
cleared the last hurdle for taking 
over Australia’s largest newspap- 
er group when he sold two major 
televirion stations in Melbourne 
and Sydney. 

The sale of the Channel 10 
networks has, in effect, assured 
him of control of the Herald and 
Weekly Times (HWT) after a 
two-month battle against rival 
business interests, government 
bodies and political and journalist 
groups. 

The HWT takeover will give 
Murdoch control of about 10 met- 
ropolitan newspapers in five state 
capitals with more than 50 per 
cent of newspaper circulation 
throughout Australia. 

Murdoch’s move through his 
News Corporation came during 
the final stages of an Australian 
Broadcasting Tribunal (ABT) 
hearing into his 2.3 billion dollar 
(1.5 billion U.S. dollar) takeover. 

Under ABT rales, foreigners 
are not allowed to control broad- 
casting interests, although there 
are no such restrictions on the 
ownership of newspapers and 
other publications. 

Murdoch, who was born in 
Australia, is now a U.S. citizen 
with vast interests in the United 
States and Britain. 

He has effectively relinquished 
all broadcasting interests owned 
by HWT, triggering a far 
reaching shake-up in Australia’s 
media industry. 

His move also puts News Cor- 
poration ont of reach of pending 
legislation which aims to restrict 
cross-ownership of newspaper 
and broadcasting interests in Au- 
stralia. 

The latest sale to a publicly- 
listed investment group, West- 
field Capital Corporation 
(WCC), netted News Corpora- 
tion 842 million dollars (564 mil- 
lion U.S.). 

The Sydney-based John Fairfax 


group earlier agreed to pay 320 
milli on dollars (214 milli on U.S.) 
for HWTs other major broad- 
casting interests as well as drop- 
ping its rival bid for HWT and all 
legal action against Murdoch's 
takeover bid. 

Market analysts said the effec- 
tive price of HWT, after the sales 
and costs associated with the 
takeover, would be 1.5 billion 
dollars (one billion U.S. dollar). 

They said Murdoch was ex- 
pected to end up with substantial 
funds to reduce borrowings or to 
expand his newly-acquired Au- 
stralian media empire. 

Murdoch has more than a com- 
mercial interest in HWT. His 
father. Sir Keith Murdoch, 
beaded the company until his 
death in 1952 . 

Murdoch told reporters that 
despite his sentimental attach- 
ment, his decision to takeover 
HWT was a hard-headed .deal. 

He travelled at least twice to 
Australia from New York to lead 
the see-saw battle against his 
arch-rivals, inclu ding multimil- 
lionaire Robert Holmes A Court. 

HWT chairman John Dahlen 
told reporters: “This was a very 
complex takeover because of the 
structure of our companies, 
which created acute legal prob- 
lems from time to time, toe im- 
pact of toe trade practices act and 
broadcasting and television act 
and the public concern about 
newspapers.” 

“It was more than a battle for 
control. It gets down to pretty 
raw attitudes and aspirations, and 
that makes it more interesting 
when it happens,” he said. 

Murdoch’s bid was strongly re- 
sisted by toe Australian Journal- 
ists Association (AJA) which 
claimed that it would place a 
great concentration of media 
power on one individual. 

The AJA was supported by 
some community organisations 
and leading government and 
opposition politicians but Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke kept out of 
toe battle. 


Women rule in Spanish 
village — once a year 

By Leslie Crawford 

Reuter 


ZAMARRAMALA, Spain — 
Kitchen sinks and nappies appear 
to be a woman’s lot in macho 
Spain, though in the tiny hamlet 
of Zamarramala, women can be 
seen swigging wine and bunting 
male effigies — but only once a 
year. 

In a tradition dating back to the 
13th century, toe men of this 
hillside village overlooking Sego- 
via solemnly hand over power to 
the married women of Zamarra- 
mala. 

“For two days, we rale,” an 
elderly woman said. 

“I tremble like custard as their 
fiesta approaches," her husband 
replied, tongue-in-cheek. 

During two days in February, 
toe women elect two mayoresses 
give orders to the priest and 
constable and dance in the village 
square. Men are chased with 
large cushion pins, called mata- 
bombres (men killers). 

“Feminism cuts little ice here,” 
one of this year's mayoresses, 
Maria Ester Pablos, said. “The 
fiesta is a token show of gratitude 
for the work we do the remaining 
363 days of toe year.” 

Her traditional mayoress' attire 
— a long, frill skirt, a tight, 
embroidered corset and a lace 
vefl topped by a sequinned bat — 
did not suggest women’s libera- 
tion. 

But, feminists or not, the 


women are out to have a good 
time, bobbing and weaving 
through the narrow village streets 
to traditional music, knocking 
.back carafes of wine in bars and 
eating spiced sausages. 

Busloads of women from Mad- 
rid, 90 kilometres away to the 
south, pour into Zamarramala to 
join toe fun. 

Hie celebration begins on toe 
feast day of a third-century mar- 
tyr and patron of married 
women, Saint Agueda, whose 
breasts were cut off by her execu- 
tioners^ 

Women carry a statue of Saint 
Agueda in a lively procession to 
toe village church watched by 
their men, many of whom wear 
aprons to mark the occasion. 

They then bum a life-size male 
effigy in the village square amid 
hoots of laughter and much ap- 
plause. 

At this year's festival last 
weekend the dummy was dubbed 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, 
chastised for not including any 
women in his cabinet.. 

“The women of Zamarramala 
could teach him a thing or two," 
one woman said. 

But do the women get a real 
break? Do the husbands do the 
cooking, for instance? 

“You must be joking,” a revel- 
ler said. “I leave everything done 
beforehand. My husband 
couldn't fry an egg to save his 
life.” 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon -3:30 p.m. 
A 630 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant. 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming pot is 
available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15:30 
18:00 - 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 
l Tel: 661922 j 










Everton draws at Oxford 
as Liverpool closes on top 


LONDON (R) — Everton dong on to the top spot 
in the English First Division after scrambling a late 
equaliser at Oxford’s Manor Ground where its 
title ambitions were snuffed out last season. 


A goal in the final seconds by. 
Paul Wilkinson earned Everton a 
1-1 draw Saturday and kept it a 
point dear of long-time leader 
Arsenal, also held 1-1 at Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

' The leading pair will be looking 
anxiously over their shoulders at 
champion Liverpool, who moved 
to within three points of Everton 
with a thrilling 4-3 win over 
Leicester 

Welsh international Ian Rush 
scored a hat-trick for Liverpool to 
take his tally for the season to 30. 

With Nottingham Forest shar- 
ing the spoils at home to West 
Ham, Liverpool were the only 
side among the top four to win 
Saturday. 

Everton laid siege to the Ox- 
ford goal after John Trewick 's 
twice-taken penalty had given the 


home side the lead in the 25th 
minute. 

Everton protested that Pat Van 
Den Hauwe was fouled as David 
Langan escaped on the right and 
it was adamant that there was no 
foul by Gary Stevens on David 
Leworthy as they both went for . 
— and missed — his cross. 

Trewick drove the first penalty 
wide of goalkeeper Neville 
Southall’s right hand but was' 
ordered to retake it after referee 
John Martin spotted an infringe- 
ment. Trewick repeated the shot 
for his first goal of the season. 

Everton, beaten in the corres- 
ponding fixture last season — a 
match it had to deny neighbour 
Liverpool the title — had nothing 
to show for its pressure until 
Wilkinson popped up at the death 
to fire home from close range. 


Arsenal, who was nudged off 
the top last Saturday, made the 
perfect start at Hillsborough 
Mien Niall Quinn scored in the 
ninth minute. But a defence 
which had conceded only 15 goals 
in 26 matches was eventually 
punctured in the 52nd minute by 
Mark Chamberlain. 

Rush, as be often does, stole 
the limelight at Anfiekf — but 
only just from Leicester’s highly 
rated striker Alan Smith. Smith 
scored twice to keep the result in 
doubt until the final whistle. 
England midfielder Glenn 
fe was the player to catch 
the eye at White Hart Lane 
where Tottenham stayed on the 
fringe of the title chase with a 2-0 
home win over Southampton. 

He set up both goals with 
perfectly flighted crosses into the 
box. The mat, a ninth minute 
free-kick, was headed home by 
skipper Richard Gough and the 
second in the 62nd minute gave 
Steve Hodge the chance to score 
with a diving header. 


Engl 
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Italy edges Portugal in Euro qualifier 


Mandlikova advances in California 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Hana. 
Mandlikova of Czechoslovakia, 
seeded first, and Zina Garrison of 
the United States, seeded third, 
will meet in the se mifin als of the 
$150,000 California women’s ten- 
nis tournament. 

Mandlikova beat fifth seeded 
Manuela Maleeva of Bulgaria, 
6-3, 7-6 (9-7) Friday night to 
reach the semifinals. Garrison 
defeated unseeded Americaa 
Wendy White and will face Man- 
dlikova for the 11th time in their 
careers. Mandlikova has an 8-3 
winning edge. 

In an earlier match, American 
Kathy Rinaldi, seeded second, 
advanced to the semi-finals with a 
1-6, 6-4, 6-4 victory over fellow 
American Stephanie Rehe, 
seeded eighth. 

Rinaldi will face unseeded 
West German Sylvia Hanika who 
defeated six seeded Wendy Turn- 
hull of Australia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Mandlikova’s victory came de- 
spite an erratic first serve, which 
often deserted her. Only four of 
the first 15 games went on serve, 
but both players used solid 
ground strokes and their speed 
around the court to keep the 


scores even. 

Mandlikova won, the first set 
with a backhand passing shot but 
fell behind 1-4 in the second. 

Maleeva said later that at that 
point she was already thinking of 
a third set, but instead games 
went to the tiebreaker after 
Maleeva saved a match point at 
5-6. 


The Bulgarian again had 
dreams of a second-set victory 
when she held two set points at 
6-4 in the tiebreaker. But instead 
it was Mandlikova who took the 
lead, missing a second match 
point with a weak forehand re- 
turn into the net, but she seized 
victory on her third match point 
with a service winner. 


-FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V.. 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations. Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone : 673768. 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


Canada’s Johnson sprints 
to near record time 


HAMILTON, Ontario (AP) — 
Toronto's Ben Johnson eased up 
to capture the 50-metre sprint 
and come within 10-100ths of a 
second of his world record at the 
Hamilton Spectator Indoor 
Games. 

Johnson said be took it easy 
over the last 10 metres because of 
a leg cramp as he coasted to a 
5.65-second clocking. 

£ut he was running hard after 
the race as youngsters in the 
crowd of 10,397 poured onto the 
infield to mob Canada's top track 
star. 

“I was a little concerned I 
might get pushed and twist an 
ankle,'- Johnson said. 

The race Friday night lost a bit 
of luster when Chidi Imoh, rank- 
ed second in the world, failed to 
appear. The Nigerian missed a 
flight in Chicago and along with it 
the chance to face Johnson. 

The meet featured a number of 
familiar faces returning to the 
winner's circle besides Johnson. 

Charmaine Crooks became the 
first two-time winner in Hamilton 
when she captured the 500 metres 
by a stride over Esmie Lawrence 
of Calgary, Alberta, in 1:13.56. 
Crooks, of Toronto, won the 600 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms and utilities with indepen- 
dent central heating and independent water and elec- 
tricity. 

Location: Sports City junction, behind Al Bustami Model 
School. 

Call: 624012 


metres in 1986. 

Debbie Brill of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, was another 
repeater when she won the high 
jump with a leap of 6 feet. VA 
indies. 

Brill’s victory was followed by 
Simon Hoogewerfs second con- 
secutive win in the men’s 1,000 
metres. The British Columbia na- 
tive covered the distance in 
2:28.06. 

A pair of winning distance run- 
ners in last year’s meet just failed 
to defend their titles. Greater 
Britain's Kristy Wade passed 
Markka Puica of Romania in the 
final lap to capture the women's 
1,500 metres in 4:15.70. 

The men's 3,000 metres was 
closer as Graeme Fell of Van- 
couver came up just two-one hun- 
dredths of a second short, losing 
to Ritchie Harris of New York. 

Kip Cheryiot of Kenya de- 
fended his mile victory of a year 
ago with a relatively easy race in 
4:03.19. 

In the 50-metre hurdles, Mark 
McCoy of Toronto avenged the 
disappointment of a year ago, 
when be stumbled, as he topped 
the fidd with a time of 6.43 
seconds. 

And Angela Taylor-Issajenko 
of Mississauga, Ontario, again 
took the women’s 50-metres with 
a time of 6.16 seconds. 


LISBON, Portugal (AP) — A 

tough, r unning Italy tr i u mph ed 

Saturday over a less aggressive 
Portugal for a- 1-0 win here in a 
Group 2 European Soccer Cham- 
pionship qualifying match. 

The sole goal of the fast-mov- 
ing encounter came at 40 minutes 
with a shot from the Italian’s top 
scorer, Alessandro Altobelli of 
Inter Milan. 

The resnlt put the Italian 
national side closer to a finals 
berth in the 1988 finals, stretching 
its points lead in Group 2 to 
three, ahead of second-ranked 
Sweden. 

The win was the fourth for Italy 
in four qualifying matches to date 
in the competition, following a 
3-2 victory over Switzerland, and 
5-0 and 0-2 wins over Malta. 

For Portugal, the home loss left 
a growing sense of doubt it would 
have a chance to repeat its im- 
pressive fourth-place showing at 
the last European Championship 


finals in* 1984. 

Saturday’s loss was the team’s 
first so far in qualifying rounds, 
but Portugal's two earlier outings- 
in the competition also foiled to 
produce a win. Visitor Sweden 
held the Portuguese squad to a 
1-1 tally, the same result achieved 
in Berne, before Switzerland. 

Following the match Saturday 
at National Stadium in suburban 
Val De Jamor, the Italians lead 
Group Two with 8 points, fol- 
lowed by Sweden’s 5 points from 
two victories and a draw, while 
Portugal remains in third with its 
2 points, ahead of Switzerland, 
with a single point, and Malta, 
with nfl. 

The match, a running contest 
from start to finish, saw repeated 
Portuguese attacks broken up by 
a solid Italian defence. Liter’s 
Gniseppi Bcrgomi and Ricardo 
Feni, along with Milan's Franco 
Barest and Antonio Cabrim of 


Juventus proved impenetrable, 
while keeper Walter Zenga of 
Inter stonewalled flawlessly. 


equi 
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A Portuguese defence of nearly 
pal efficacy y metudmg Dho, 
lose and Alvaro of division- 
leading Benfica, as well as Eduar- 
do Luis from champion Porto, 
foiled only once — but once too 
often — by letting Altobelli slip 
past in a power rush by the 
Italians five minutes before half- 
time. 

“I think we played well,” a 
oeariy dejected Veloso said after 
the final whistle, “the result looks 
a bit unfair to a lot of us, we got 
to the ball more often.” ° 

Said teammate Nasdmeoto, a 
midfielder from Porto: “Look, 
we charged than in the second 
half, hard, but they charged right 
bade — and they defended weS/ 5 
“Luck just wasn’t there with us 
today,” he concluded. 


Pakistan reeling on 3rd 
day of test with India 


CALCUTTA, India (AP) — 
Pakistan, losing five wickets in 
the space of 29 runs, was reeling 
at 215 for seven at dose of play 
Saturday, the third day of the 
second cricket test with India. 

The 70,000 spectators at Cal- 
cutta’s Eden Gardens, bored by 
the dull play during much of the 
day, had an exciting time after tea 
Mien wickets fell in rapid succes- 
sion. 

The Indians earlier made 403 in 
their first innings. 

Medium pacer Roger Binny.. 
turned the tide in India's favour; 
after the second new ball was - 
daimed by skipper Kapil Dev. 
Binny, taking four quid: wickets, 
suddenly enlivened the proceed-' 


mgs. 

Dev, India’s leading pacemau, 
bowled Rizwan-Uz-Zaman lock- 
stock-and-banel after Bizmv had 
got rid of star batsman Javed 
Miandad and SnKm MaKfc . Za- 
man mad e 60 . 

Opener Rameez Raja earlier 
fell to left-aim spinner Ravi Shas- 
tri. He prodded a turning ball and 
ballooned a simple bat-and-pad 
catch to forward short-leg. 

Pakistani captain Imran Khan, 
hit by a rising Dev delivery, did 
not stay long at die wicket He 
edged Binny and Dev, at second 
slip, took the catph. 

At stum ps, Salim Yousuf was 
batting with 21 and Abdul Qadir 
with two. 


Bassa upsets 
Zapata to win 
WBA title 

BARRANQUHIA, Colombia 
(R) — Fidel Bassa of Colombia 
upset Hilario Zapata of Panama 
Friday night to win the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) 
flyweight championship on a 
unanimous points dedaon. 

Bassa, 24, the underdog enter- 
ing the fight, stalked the 2-1 on 
favourite from the start, cramp- 
ing Zapata's style. 

Bassa opened a cut over die 
1 28-year-old Zapata’s left eye in the 
third round with a solid right 
hand, forcing Zapata to cover up. 

Hien in the eighth round Bassa 
dropped Zapata with a series of 
combination punches. 


Boston defeats Portland 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Bos- 
ton Celtics are again looking like 
NBA champions, and it’s Kevin 
McHaie, not Larry Bird, who is 
sparking them. 

“There's no question he’s 
probably the best scorer in the 
league ri ght now. He’s just un- 
stoppable down low,” Bird said 
after McHaie got 37 points and 
led Boston past the Portland Trail 
Blazers 131-116 Friday night. 

The Celtics, tied with the Los 
Angeles Lakers for the best re- 
cord in die NBA at 37-12,* scored 
eight straight points in the third 
quarter to take control at 91-79. 
Boston went on to increase its 
lead to 21 points. 

The Celtics are now 3-0 on an • 
eight-game road trip that has 
lasted four days so far. 

Elsewhere, it was Chicago 106, 
Seattle 98; Phoenix 105, Utah 98; 
the Los Angeles Lakeis 113, Indi- 
ana 108; die Los Angeles Clip- 
pers 110, San Antonio 96. 

Bulls 106, Supersonks 98 

Michael Jordan, the NBA’s 
leading scorer, scored 45 points 
and combined with Mike Brown' 
to lead a. 16-0 Chicago surge in 
the fourth quarter that led die 


Bulls over visiting Seattle. 
Lakers 113, Pacers 108 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson 
scored 40 points, including nine 
during an 11-0 spree in the third 
quarter that sent the Los Angeles 
Lakers-rover Indiana. 

Clippers 110, Spurs 96 
Mike Woodson scored a sea- 
son-high 37 points and Friday the 
13th turned out to be lucky for 
the Los Angeles dippers as they 
won in San Antonio. The . Clip- 
pers scored the first 10 points and 
led the entire way in winning for 
just the eighth time in 48 games 
this season. The Spurs lost their 
third in a row after having won 
seven straight before the all-star 
break. 

Sims 105, Jazz 98 
Larry Nance scored 26 points 
and Walter Davis added 17 as 
Phoenix beat Utah. Ed Pinc- 
kney’s two find shots and a stuff 
by Nance gave the host Suns the 
lead for good at 80-77 entering 
die fourth quarter. The Jazz got 
to within 97-96 with 1:57 left in 
the game, but Davis made two 
foul shots with 1:17 re maining 
and Nance hit a jump shot with 41 
seconds to go. 


Salonen takes 
lead In 
Swedish rally 

KARLSTAD, Sweden (R) — 
Former world champion Timo 
Salonen of Finland and his four- 
wheel drive turbocharged Mazda 
323 surged into the lead at the 
Swedish Motor Rally Saturday. 

Salonen, who began the day in 
third place behind leader Mikael 
Eriksson in a Lancia, won three 
successive stages before thc.zmd- 
morning bn^^-to^prartakei.the 
s£*rede aud^ejaim a Jea d of. if 
•"seconds with the final seven 
stages remaining. 

After winnin g the 15th and 
16th stages to edge dose to the 
lead, Salonen won the 30- 
kflometre, 17th stage and beat 
-Eriksson by 37 seconds in the 
process to seize the advantage. 

Salonen, the 1985 world cham- 
pion, had a total time of three 
boms and 24 seconds over 19 
stages. Eriksson was second and 
Ingvar Carisson of Sweden was 
third in another Mazda 25 
seconds behind the Finn. 

Sweden’s former world cham- 
pion Stig Blomqvist, fourth over- 
night, dropped to sixth place. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR THE JORDANIAN 
PEOPLE 


If you wish to sell your car or buy another do not 
hesitate in coming to: 


LACOSTE 


8th 


LOW PRICES 

On ali Lacoste winter clothes 
N.B. We are closed on Fridays 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 
Circle - Bayader Wadi El-Seer 
Near Abu-Shakra Co. 



VILLA FOR RENT 
at Um Uthaina 

Consists of three bedrooms, one of which is master bedroom, 
three bathrooms, spacious kitchen, servant's room, salon, 
dining and sitting room with three verandas, central heating, 
garage and garden. 

Call: 816460 



Mahmoud Al Madani Incorp Co. 
and see our 1987 great surprise 

EXHmiTioNFOR 

. BUYING OR SEIXiNG CARS 


i 


On Sundays and Fridays each week 

from 3 to 8 p.m. on Sunday 

and from 12 noon to 8 p.m. on Friday. 

Visit us at Shabsough car wash station 
: Shabsough street, Amman Development Cor- 
; Deration Building 
' Tel: 638310 

You are most welcome 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mazda 929 limit, 1986, airconditioned with central lock, 
power steering and sun roof. Silver metallic, 3,000 kms. 
Customs duty NOT paid. 

Please call: 819495 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED FLAT NEAR 5TH CIRCLE 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sittingjooin, dining room & 
kitchen with American appliances (fridge, cooker & 
washing machines). Fully carpeted, centrally heated. 
Own telephone, garden, garage & entrance. 

Call: 673166 


FOLLOWING REQUIRED FOR 
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT 

1 Administrator/Accountant 

Applicants should speak and write English and Arabic. 

1 Administrative Assistant with valid driving Gcenca 
Applicants should speak .Arabic and English. 

Interested persons send C.V. to P.O. Box 3283 Amman, 
Jordan for an Interview. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 


A fully-fumished house, 3 bedrooms, dining, sitting 
room, large garden. CH and telephone at Marj Al 
Ham am. 

Pis call 892435, 8 a.m. - 1800 hrs 
892840, 1600 - 2000 hrs. 


Minister denies new law 
will dissolve sports bodies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Youth Eid Dahiyal said that 
there was no intention to_ dissolve 
any local sports federation as a 
result of a new youth law passed 
by parliament last month and 
endorsed by a royal decree two 
ago. The minister was re- 
plying to questions by the Jordan 
Tunes and the Arabic Al Ra’i 
newspapers regarding the possi- 
ble effects of the new law. 

Among the twelve articles of 
the new law, article eleven calls 
for the dissolving of the Youth 
Welfare Organisation, an inde- 
pendent body founded by 1967. 
The law also provides for the 
linting.of a general secretary 

in the Ministry of Youth. 

Other provisions of the law 
provide for die establishment of 
new sports centres and of a youth 
scout association to coordinate 
the work of the boy and gill scout 

g o ups. As a result of the uew 
w, all sports activities will be 
handled by the Ministry of 
Youth. 

Dr. Dahiyat also expressed his 



Minister of Youth Eid DabiyaL 

satisfaction -with the achieve- 
ments made by the local sports 
federations in a relatively short 
period of time. With regard to 'the 
national football team, he said 
that he would work to remove 
obstacles to the training of the 
players. Now, players must work 
full time in additioni to training' 
for the national team. 


Connors downs Curren to 
advance in U.S. indoor 


MEMPHIS, Term. (AP) — Jim- 
my Connors neutralised the pow- 
er of Kevin Curren with a 
scrambling net game to post a 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3 victory and advance 
to the semifinal round of the U.S. 
Indoor Tennis Championship. 

Connors, seeking his eighth 
U.S. indoor tide, meets Mikael 
Pemfors of Sweden in the semi- 
final round. 

Pemfors rallied in the third set 
to defeat Greg Holmes 6-4, 3-6, 
6-3 in Friday’s opening match. 

Defending tournament cham- 
pion Brad Gilbert, the no. 4 seed, 
defeated Johan Rriek in straight 


sets, 6-2, 7-6 (7-5) and will meet 
top-seeded Stefan Edbeig, who 
eliminat ed the seventh seed, Tim 
Mayotte, 6-3, 6-4. 

Curren served 15 aces on the. 
racquet dub of Memphis' hard- 
court surface to Connors’ two, 
but fell victim to an assortment of 
s drop shots and well-placed pas- 
sing shots by the 34-year-old Con- 
nors, seeded second here and 
ranked eighth in the world. 

Pernfors, ranked 14th, 
appeared in total control in the ‘ 
first set of his match with 
Holmes, ranked 84th. 


Jahren wins Nordic 
race despite car accident 


OBERSTDORF, West Germany 
(AP) — Anne Jahren of Norway 
overcame a bout of fatigue to 
make a final burst and win the 
gold medal in the women’s 10- 
kilometre cross-country race at 
die Nordic Ski World Cham- 
pionships Friday. 

Jahren edged Finland VMarjo ’ 
Matikainen for the gold medal by 
less than' a second. Jahren’s time i 
was 3T" / nrinuteS, '49 .5 : seconds.'^ 
Matikainen clocked 31:50.3 to 
take the silver. 

Britt Fettersen gave Noiway its 
second medal in the women’s 
opening event by taking the 
bronze iri 32:09.2. 

In the opening portion of the 
Nordic combined event, the 70- 
metre ski jumping competition, 
Hans-Peter Pohl of West Ger- 
many took tiie lead with 224.9 
points. East Germany’s Thomas 
Prenzel was second with 218.4 
and Hubert Schwarz of West 
Germany was third with 215.8. 

Defending champion Hermann 
Weinbuch of West Germany was 
fourth, with 215.6, but" is ex- 


pected to do well in Saturday’s. 
final portion, the 15-kilometre 
cross-country race. > 

In the women’s 10-km event, 
Matikainen had posted her time 
starting fifth. Since Jahren began 1 
36th, more than 15 minutes later, 
the Norwegian knew the time she 
had to beat. < 

. But the last stretch was a blur 
tfCtbe 23-year-old from Baernm. 

-l -r^ll.I couhk-tfajhik in the last! 
metres was get to the finish line as 
fast as I can,” Jahren said. “I was 
never more tired but never so 
happy after a race.” i 

Three months ago, Jahren was 
injured in a car accident with a 
teammate, Nina Skeixne, who 
finished sixth Thursday. 

“Last November, we .were 
coming bade from training and 
Nina was driving. We had an 
accident and. the car was des- 
troyed. I had bad headaches and 
had to miss about two weeks of 
training,” Jahren said. She said 
she was frilly recovered from the 
accident. 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Second floor of a 2-storey house. Three bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, large living and dining rooms, and balcony. 

Located between 7th Circle and Mecca Street 

For more information please call: 819372 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flat at 5th Circle, 

Jabal Amman 

Consisting of two bedrooms with centra] heating and tele- 
phone. 

For only JD 200 monthly 
For more details please call, 676209 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1- ST 5 * 16 * 2*. consifflno °f °"e bedroom, lounge, kitchen. 

k^room with large terrace and central heating. 

Z- Unfurnished apartment consisting of three large bedrooms hath- 
rooms lounges, large glassed-in-veranda, large kitchen with 
central healing and telephone. ■ 

The apartment is on the third floor and has an area of 210 so m 
Annual rent JD 1,900. w 

Location: Jabal Amman - 4th Circle - opposite Al Zawyeh supeemartet 

Calls 655403/673925, Amman 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


LEGAL EAGLES 


Performance* 3 JO. MM. 8.3U. m .W 



N V 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625153 


BREWSTERS 

MILLIONS 


fa fa nuMd3:Ii,t30.l:M. 10:30 



f Cinema Tel: 6755731 

1 OPERA i 

DOWN AND 
OUT IN 
BEVERLY 
HILLS 

L TtihieiWi JJO.fcU. &30. 10J0 

■ 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 67742$} 


CALL ME 
TRINITY 


Performances 3:30, &00, 8:30, KUO 



Cinema Tel: 622198 

RAGHAPAH 


THE 

SUPERlNINJA 


12:15. 3:00.5^00.9; 43 
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Economy 


Reuters posts big gains 


LONDON (AP) - Reuters 
Holdings Pic said Thnzsday its 
after-tax profit soared 47 per cent 
because of a big jump in new 
orders, favourable foreign ex- 
change rates and a lower tax rate. 

The international news agency 
and fi n ancial information com- 
pany said its after tax-profit for 
the 12 months ended Dec. 31 
came to £30.7 million ($119.4 
million) compared with £54.9 mQ- 
lioa ($81.3 million) in the same 
period a year earlier. 

Per-share profit came to 19.4 
pence (28.7 cents), compared 
with 13.2 pence (19.5 U.S. cents) 
a year earlier. 

Pre-tax profit increased 39 per 
cent to £130.1 mfffion ($192.5 
million) from £93.6 million 
($138.6 million), the company 
said. 

Twelve-month revenue in- 
creased 43 per cent to £620.9 
million ($918.9 million) vs. 
£434.1 minion ($642.5 million). 

Mr. Glen Renfrew, Renters’ 
managing director and chief ex- 
ecutive, said the company's 
growth was spurred by sharply 
higher new orders and helped in 
the second half of the year by 
exchange rate movements. 

The company also said its aver- 
age tax rate fell to 38 per cent 
from 41.3 per cent. 

Reuters speeded op develop- 
ment of new products and 
brought forward a timetable for 
expanding field service and sales 
in North America, Mr. Renfrew 
said. 

Europe produced over half of 
the company’s revenue -growth. 


he added. 

Revenue in North America 
rose 60 per cent to $290.1 mflfion, 
the company said. 

Asia also performed very well, 
led by Japan, Mr. Renfrew said. 

However, depressed oil prices, 
war and unrest continued to pla- 
gue Reuters* Middle East opera- 
tions, be said. 

The company spent £72L5 mil- 
lion ($107.3 million) in rash and 
Reuters shares on acquisitions in 
1986, which included the acquisi- 
tion of 49 per cent of Instinct 
*Corp. in cash. Reuters plans to 
swap its stock for the remaining 
51 per cent of Instinct shares in 
May. 

Ihstmet, an American com- 
pany, has developed an electronic 
share dealing system. 

Mr. Renfrew also announced 
that Reuters plans to launch a 
new global stock quotes service 
called Equities 2,000 in die 
spring. 

The service will provide prices 
on 100,000 equities, futures and 
commodities, Mr. Renfrew said. 

The company said it derived 56 
per cent of its revenue from the 
sale of money market and foreign 
exchange information, 12 per 
cent from securities information, 
and 10 per cent from commod- 
ities information. It got nine per 
cent of its revenue from media 
services and 13 per cent from 
client systems, such as software 
and hardware for dealing rooms. 

The company converted its re- 
sults to dollars at a rate of $1.48 
per pound, which was the rate at 
noon on Dec. 31. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, FEB. 15, 1B87 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to avoid any sar- 
castic remarks or negative actions toward others. It 
could get you into considerable trouble. Tonight you find 
positive influences. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You find it difficult to 
make arrangements with others, but patience makes the 
evening very pleasant. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Be meticulous in carry- 
ing through with promises you have made instead of try- 
ing to sneak out of them. 

^GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Don’t feel frustrated 
in handling daily routines. Tonight try enjoying your 
favorite sport. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21} A day to 
steer dear of luxuries. Be kind to your mate who has 
a problem you don’t understand. • 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug; 22) Forget yon r own desires for., 
the time -being and see what you can do to help your 
family. . -v 

VTRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be more alert to the driv- 
ing of others and yourself. Hie evening should be spent 
making important calls. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Don’t dwell cm your 
monetary problems today. You can use that special data 
most advantageously tonight 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Try not to be forceful 
in gaining your wishes or you can lose much of the pro- 
gress you have already made. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You feel you 
have more anxieties than most but take it easy and they 
soon vanish. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You want to berate 
a friend for something that has disturbed you, but you 
may be wrong, so be quiet 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) It’s not a good day 
to be in the public limelight. Unfavorable conditions 
could cause you to lose prestige. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You are interested in 
many new outlets, but study them well before getting 
into them. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY _. he or she will 
be good looking and magnetic but could have fixed ideas 
ana would stop at nothing to gain his, or hear, own way, 
whether it’s good or bad. Give a fine education that can 
bring good judgment and will teach this one to follow 
the right paths in life. 


THE Daily Crossword i*s.«ip. 


ACROSS 
1 Confront 
G Victim of 


10 Raman data 
HHoiquacMe 
IS 1 *— Ban 


16 Hub 

17 Diaphanous 


18 Coconut fibers 

19 Spotty TV 
30 Frost poem 

23 — Johnson, 
comic 

24 Mdday 

25 Long scat 

28 ttidt* 

32 Beseeches 

33 Wbaa) part 

34 A Gershwin 

35 Driving loresa 
38 ahMkns pops 

37 Eariby deposit 

38 Van* Or. 

39 — arrtaga 
protiomsttai 

40 aatol waada 

41 Canada Bek* 

43 Fortmss 

of Pe J s Hn s 

44 n —nw ib Snfl 

„££ 

- 46 Salscfc flkn 

53 Century plant 

54 Wefcsnuork 


KE llf — m j- iWiiif 

aa wont on copy 
5G Foch of ffcas 
57 i 


S8 Long-bafrad 


61 



018*7 Tritxna MMta Santa*. Sm 
MHoMtanM 


5 Settle 
fi Wear sway 

7 Discomfort 
S Mistaken 
9 Supplies J 

ID Mad 

11 Moist 

12 BacchanaSan 
cry 

1 3 Embroidered 

21 Raw m toa mn 

22 Ripped 

2SMetaHc 


ftstanby’s ftizzh Soto* 


26 Expunge 

27 MuWpled by 

28 Rotates 



DOWN 

1 Cfanobatf band 36 Conric strips 

2 Mental nurse 37 
lOnon 
4Aatao)uda> 


30 Mada boo-boot 

31 Mapaafa 
Muidbad 

SsSSomank 42 “Tima to kfl 
wdathna — 
43 NLZ. people 
45 Ret 
48 Suspend 


48 Departed 

49 Vary stowy 


40 


.B* 


47 Mp 


50 

51 

52 Particle 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The . 
week 

Nut of company 


ad Unanr hl Indifmjffn 

Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 


Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank o[ Jordan 

Arab Bank 


Idsmir J i p i wtinenf Hwm 


Finance and Craft Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 
Real Estate Fmanang Corporation . 
A1 Mashnsk Exchange 


Instnaott and reinsurance 

J ordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance .... 
Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insnrance 

Arabian Seas Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insnrance .. 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Petra Jordan Insurance 

Jordan -Gulf Insurance 

Universal Insnrance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

AJ-Izdihar Insnrance 

National Ahiiya Insurance 

Services and industries 


cy 


Real Estate Investment I 
Management and Cot 

General Investment 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments .... 
Equipment Leasing Sl Mamteoance/Ta’jeerco 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 


Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 
Jordan National Shipping Lines .... 


Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

Jordan PhosphstoMkies 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

Aladdin Industries 


Jordan Worsted Mills . 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries ... 


National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical Industries 
General Mining 


Jordan Lime & Brick 

Natkmtf .Industrie^'; 

Arab Paper Converting anc 
Jordan Wooden Industries 
Livestock and Poultry ..... 



Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Jordan Brewery 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals ft Chemicals 


Jordan Spinning & Weaving 

Jordan Industrial Investment Corporation 


Grand total 


ms trading activities at tbe Amman Financial Market 

fining f/n- 

1 Wednesday, Feb. 11, *87. (Figures in 

Jofdaman dinars). 

Nmrijer 

Volume 

Opening 

Ctofatg 

Par 

oT shares 

oT trade 

prt* 

price 

nhe 


_ 

_ 

_ 

1.000 

20600 

47396 

2.120 

2.250 

1.000 

2383 

4948 

2.110 

2.070 

1.000 

12938 

21394 

1.670 

1.660 

1.000 

3600 

4521 

1-250 

1370 

1.000 

3858 

5903 

1.520 

1330 

1.000 

_ 





— 

1.000 

940 

28184 

28.000 

30.250 

5.000 

24505 

41413 

16300 

17.800 

5.000 

1060 

133365 

127.000 

125.750 

10.000 

23345 

57266 

2.450 

2.470 

1.000 

26062 

17716 

0.690 

0.670 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

14226 

13127 

1.420 

1.430 

1.000 

49173 

11295 

0.730 

0.730 

1.000 

7460 

10552 

1.380 

1.380 

1.000 

3077 

1825 

0.600 

0390 

1.000 

3864 

3593 

0.920 

0.930 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

2.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

7105 

22008 

2.930 

3.500 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

653 

7183 

11.000 

11.000 

1.000 

2950 

2478 

0.920 

0.840 

1.000 

6400 

6561 

1.000 

1.070 

1.000 

6300 

6426 

1.020 

1.020 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 



_ 

_ 

— 

1.000 

2300 

2908 

1.260 

1.280 

1.000 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

19200 

15064 

0.790 

0.790 

1.000 








1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 



— 

_ 



10.000 

600 

570 

0.950 

0.950 

1.000 

4615 

6599 

1.500 

1.430 

1.000 

51666 

33035 

0.630 

0.640 

1.000 

5500 

2710 

0.450 

0.500 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

636 

422 

0.650 

0.670 

1.000 

7200 

1224 

0.670 

0.670 

1.000 

30785 

13906 

0.950 

0.960 

1.000 

23210 

33839 

1.460 

1.460 

1.000 

— 

— 



__ 

1.000 

42300 

17343 

0.410 

0.410 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

300 

1275 

4.500 

4350 

1.000 

7450 

6556 

0.870 

0.880 

1.000 

55801 

19210 

0330 

0370 

1.000 

42422 

50537 

1.150 

1-210 

1.000 

15961 

33662 

2.080 

2.120 

1.000 

388890 

328966 

0320 

0.840 

1.000 

9532 

22783 

2.400 

2390 

1.000 

3284 

4615 

1.400 

1.410 

1.000 

1200 

5474 

4.580 

4350 

1.000 

59895 

56459 

0.920 

0.950 

1.000 

353705 

529181 

1.450 

1310 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

9180 

8900 

0.950 

0.980 

1.000 

19100 

19353 

1.020 

1.040 

1.000 

2050 

955 

0.440 

0.470 

1.000 

2992 

4059 

1350 

1360 

1.000 

99937 

193538 

1.930 

1.960 

1.000 

7900 

6597 

0^780 

0.860 

1.000 

800 

1345 

1.700 

1.650 

1.000 

13483 

91596 

6.770 

6.S00 

5.000 

50014 

11173 

0.210 

0340 

1.000 

.1080-. 

727 

-0.650 

*. -• 0-670 

V ■ 1.000 



— 

— 

— 

-.3 .000 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

350 

252 

0.720 

0.720 

1.000 

21260 

25747 

1-210 

1.200 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

19000 

7960 

0.400 

0.420 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.0C0 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

1.000 

. 

. — 

— 

— 

1.000 

50 

81 

1.620 

1.620 

1.000 

331 

861 

2.600 

2.600 

1.000 

. 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

113446 

112063 

1.040 

0.950 

1.000 

3050 

1739 

0.570 

0.570 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

441558 

730038 

1.960 

1.980 

1.000 

660299 

750815 

0.920 

1-200 

1.000 

2.812^56 

3,969,977 





Gemayel asks EC to lead 


Lebanon reconstruction plan 

Lira continues to decline sharply 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (Agencies) — Lebanese Pres- 
ident Amin Gemayel called on the 12 European 
Community (EC) nations Friday to take the lead in 
a “global reconstruction” of his war-tom country. 


President Gemayel fold repor- 
ters after meeting with senior 
executives at the EC's adminis- 
trative commission that the eco- 
nomic and social situation in 
Lebanon after nearly 12 years of 
civil war “has never been so 
grave." 

“It’s no longer the infrastruc- 
ture, the streets and buildings, 
that people want to destroy in 
Lebanon," be said. “It's much 
more serious. It's man himself... 
in his spiritual and universal 
dimension that is in danger.” 

President Gemayel said be 
asked the EC about “the possibil- 
ity to take the leadership of a 
global economic reconstruction 
plan” for his country. 

After reading a brief statement 
to reporters in a tightly guarded 
room on the fop floor of the EC 
commission's headquarters com- 
plex, President Gemayel declined 
to answer reporters' questions. 
He said the seriousness of his 
country's troubles required that 
he not make unprepared re- 
marks. 

Although he provided no de- 
tails, President Gemayel said he 
asked the EC for urgent medical 
and pharmaceutical assistance in 
addition to the longer-range re- 
construction aid. 

An EC official, speaking on 
condition he not be identified, 
said the EC had made no commit- 
ments to President Gemayel ex- 
cept to consider all Lebanese 
requests for help. 

Earlier, the EC commission 
announced it was giving 500,000 
European Currency Units (about 
$565 million) in the first phase of 
new emergency aid for people in 
the besieged Beirut refugee 
camps and other victims of the 
war. Another 500,000 European 


Currency Units has been pledged 
but arrangements for distribution 
of the aid have not been settled. 

The EC official said President 
Gemayel was told his request for 
imm ediate pharmaceutical and 
medical assistance would be cons- 
idered but that any “global” plan 
for the reconstruction of Lebanon 
would have to come from the 
Beirut government itself, not the 
Europeans. 

EC foreign ministers are to 
discuss the preparation of a new 
financial assistance programme 
for Lebanon and other 
Mediterranean nations on Mon- 
day. The ministers are to hold a 
special meeting on Feb. 23 to 
discuss the Middle Eastern poli- 
tical situation, including the 
Lebanese crisis. 

President Gemayel dined Fri- 
day evening with Mr. Jacques 
Delors, president of the EC com- 
mission, then left for London 
Saturday for talks with Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Foreign Secretary Geoffrey 
Howe. 

On the last leg of his European 
tour President Gemayel will 
travel to Paris on Tuesday to see 
French leaders. 

President Gemayel, who was 
also received Friday by Belgium's 
King Baudouin and met with 
Belgian government leaders, was 
given a first urgent aid of five 
million francs ($135,000) in food 
and medicine, a Belgian foreign 
ministry spokesman said. 

He had asked for certain speci- 
fic drugs for heart and kidney 
patients, which are urgently 
needed in Lebanon. He also 
asked for more aid on a longer 
term, namely for the reconstruc- 
tion of Lebanon, technical assist- 
ance and scholarships. 


Describing the situation in his 
country, the Lebanese president 
expressed some optimism, the 
spokesman said. He was quoted 
as saying relations with Syria 
could improve, as well as rela- 
tions ’between some Lebanese 
parties. 

President Gemayel also repe- 
ated his support for an interna- 
tional conference on the Middle 
East, which he said could help 
restore peace in his country. 

In Beirut, the Lebanese pound 
continued its rapid fall against tbe 
dollar Saturday, sharpening wide- 
spread concern Over the country's 
economic crisis. 

The pound dosed at 114.00/' 
118.00 to the dollar, compared to 
Friday’s close of 105.00/115.00. 

“The market is chaotic and it ' 
seems there is no limit to what 
people buy or sell,” one dealer 1 
told Reuters. 

The pound's fall prompted 
warnings by underground groups 
in west Beirut against bank mana- 
gers and government officials. 

A hand-written statement deli- 
vered ro an international news 
agency in the city's Muslim sector 
Friday announced the formation 
of what it called “The Front of 
the United Poor.” 

It said it held all government 
offidals responsible for the eco- 
nomic crisis, adding: “We warn 
you and say we will not after this 
day tolerate the humiliation of 
the people. . . we warn you that we 
shall be forced to resort to pre- 
meditated killings.” 

The pound has lost more than 
85 per cent of its international 
value over the past 14 months, 
fuelling inflation, widening the 
state budget defidt and boosting 
Lebanon’s import bill. 

Local trade unions say consum- 
er prices rose more than 162 per 
cent last year. Bankers attribute 
the crisis to the failure of Christ- . 
ian and Muslim politicians to end 
12 years of dvu war. 


New scandal dismays Wall Street 


NEW YORK (AP) — Wall 
Street traders and brokers ex- 
pressed dismay Friday at the 
news that four more prominent 
figures in their business had been 
. implicated In a widening insider- 
, beading scandal. 

But they also spoke hopefully 
of the possibility that, in time, 
vigorous enforcement of the rules 
might work to enhance the public 
image of the stock market. 

‘Tm disgusted, in the sense 
that we feel as though we have 
been violated by our colleagues,'’ 
said Mr. William Lefevre, a mar- 
ket analyst at Advest Inc. who 
began his career on the street in 
the 1950s. 

“But I'm cheered by the effec- 
tiveness with which this is being 
policed. When I started out in 
this business, there was a high 
standard of integrity. It could be 
that tins will bring a return to that 
standard. 

Mr. Martin Siegel, an execu- 
tive at Drexel Burnham Lambert 


Inc., pleaded guilty Friday to 
conspiracy and tax-evasion 
charges relating to dealings 
alleged to have occurred while he 
was head of mergers and acquisi- 
tions at .another firm, Kidder, 
Peabody and Co. 

The day before, the U.S. gov- 
ernment brought charges against 
Mr. Richard Wington of Kidder 
Peabody, Mr. Timothy Tabor, 
Formerly with Kidder Peabody, 
and Mr. Robert Freeman, a part- 
ner at Goldman, Sachs and Co. 

All four names are well known 
in the securities business. The 
image of Mr. Wington being 
taken from Kidder’s offices in 
handcuffs Thursday was the talk 
of the street. 

In another sense, however, the 
developments were not a sur- 
prise. The investment world. had 
been braced for further accusa- 
tions since November, when Mr. 
Ivan Boe&ky, known as the “king 
of tbe arbitragers,” agreed to pay 
$100 million in penalties to settle 


charges brought against him by 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission, a regulatory 
agency. 

The investigation is presumed, 
to be for from over. “It’s prob-; 
ably just one of many more shoes 
to drop,” said Mr. Raymond De-; 
voe of the investment firm Legg* 
Mason Wood Walker Inc. * 

Still, Wall Streeters say the; 
latest charges add a new and; 
troubling element to the case.! 
The government alleges tha£ 
some of the defendants used in-’ 
side information illegally to trade 
not for their own gain, but rather 
for the account of Kidder Pea- 
body. 

The presumed motive of such 
activity would be to enhance their 
s tanding in the firm and increase, 
the pay they received as a reward 
for profits realised. 

Kidder, which traces its history 
back more than 120 years, has a 
reputation for scrupulous integri- 
ty- 


Peanuts 


voi/re going qutsjpe 
U/1TH THAT KITE ?! 3 



THERE'S A TREE OUT 
(THERE JUST WAITING 
FOR YOUR KITE! VOU 
PONTHAVEACHANCEJ 


BUT VDU RE GOING OUT 
|7HH?E ANYWAY, AREN'T 
W0? UJ1W7 UWY? 




A MAN HAS TO 170 WHAT 
HE HAS TO POI 


Mutt’n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



THE BETTER HALF. By Harrte 



“This morning I wanted to blow up 
the bathroom scale. Now J feel 
like sending it a love letter.” 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonto. 


STUQE 



□ 

□ 

□ 

mm 


IPDYM 


n 


FIN! 

rEC I 


u 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Hi 


Y 

DHRFT 



znz 

r " 

< J 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



WHAT THE KAKATE 
CHAMP TUKhjEP 


RESTAURANT OWNER 
^ SPECIALIZE!? IN « 

Now arrange (he dreted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer here: IIXXXI 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JADED TANGY BRONCO INVADE 


Answer The medtei thought they'd better give tfw event 
plenty of Ms— ^COVERAGE’' 















China promises political 
reforms but reaffirms 
stand against capitalism 


PEKING (R) — China on Saturday promised to 
reform its political structure and continue with 
economic reforms, but warned a return to capital- 
ism would only bring back feudalism. 

The Communis! Party's “Red month for “political errors” link- 
Flag” journal, quoted by the offi- 
cial New China News Agency, 
said China must stick to socialism 
although it was still imperfect. 

The journal also attacked three 
top intellectuals expelled from 
the party this year during a cam- 
paign against pro-Western ideas. 

It said the three negated China's 
achievements and claimed social- 


ism was a failure in the country. 

‘To adhere to the socialist 
road, it is imperative to continue 
the policies of opening to the rest 
of the world and reform. China 
even plans to open wider to the 
outside world and reform of the 
urban economic structure will 
also be resolutely carried out." 
the journal said. 

“The reform of political struc- 
ture now under investigation and 
study will also be carried out," it 
added, but gave no details. 

Acting party chief Zhao Ziyang 
has said procedures for county 
elections, the lowest level in the 
political hierarchy, will be im- 
proved^ 

Mr. Zhao succeeded Hu 
Yaobang, who was sacked last 


month for 
ed to nationwide protests in De- 
cember by students calling for 
more democracy and freedom. 

The sacking of Mr. Hu and the 
three intellectuals was part of a 
current campaign against 
“bourgeois liberalism” which 
officials blamed for the student 
unrest. 

The journal said socialism 
faced a protracted and compli- 
cated struggle when it was intro- 
duced in China but the system 
could be gradually perfected by 1 
reforming various systems and 
raising the quality of people. 

It said the party's central com- 
mittee was conducting various 
reforms “which will show the 
superiority of socialism and nar- 
row the gap between China and 
developed countries." 

Quoting figures of higher agri- 
cultural output and increased 
production of raw materials and 
industrial products, it said Chi- 
na's growth rate cannot be called 
slow even when compared with 
developed capitalist countries. 

“Capitalism does not work in 


China,” it stressed. “Current 
domestic and international condi- 
tions also prevent Gtina from 
becoming an independent capital- 
ist country. If China should 
choose to follow capitalism, it 
would return to the semi-feudal, 
semi-colonial society.” 

China would continue to learn 
advanced science and technology 
as well as culture from developed 
countries, “bat this does not 
mean all decadent bourgeois 
ideology and dispirited things 
should be imported nor shonld 
China learn from all Western 
things,” it added. 

Chinese political leaders and 
the official media have stressed 
that the drive against pro-West- 
ern ideas will not affect economic 
reforms or be carried to the ex- 
treme. 

Peng Zhen, chairman of the 
National People's Congress, told 
a visiting Pa namanian delegation 
that recent changes in the party’s 
leadership were “normal” and 
would result in better political 
and economic reforms in China. 

“If there are any changes, they 
will result in further opening the 
country and reforming its 
ecoomic and political systems, 
Mr. Peng said in apparent refer- 
ence to Ha Yaobang. 


Influential Indian journalist 
mediating in Sri Lanka 


Disastrous weather claims 
80 lives in Soviet Georgia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Avalanches, 
landslides and flooding in the 
mountains of Georgia have 
claimed more than 80 lives this 
winter and destroyed 2,700 
homes, the Communist Party dai- 
ly Pravda reported Saturday. 

Pravda gave few details on the 
disastrous weather, but previous 
reports have said that the 
heaviest snowfalls in 50 years hit 
the Caucasian mountains last 
month, cutting off many towns 
and villages from the outside 
world. 

Thousands of people were 
stranded in their isolated homes 
for weeks, press reports said. 

Assessing the damage and 
casualty toll, Pravda said the bad 


weather was blamed for more 
than 80 deaths and that the ava- 
lanches and flooding “wiped 
2,700 houses and 650 hospitals, 
clinics, schools and kindergartens 
off the face of the earth.” 

More than 197,00(3 acres of 
cultivated land were also des- 
troyed, the paper said. 

Pravda praised the bravery of 
people who worked in rescue 
efforts, especially Soviet soldiers. 
One young soldier, Rakhim 
Mamedov, “saved Georgian 
women, children and his com- 
rades at the cost of his own life," 
the paper said without giving any 
details on how Mamedov was 
killed. 


Seoul rejects Pyongyang’s bid 


SEOUL (AP) — In a letter on 
Saturday, South Korea called on 
North Korea to open suspended 
talks and rejected the North's bid 
for a new high-level political and 
military meeting, officials said. 

The letter, signed by South 
Korean Prime Minister Lho Shin- 
Yong and Defence Minister Lee 
Ki-Baek, was in reply to a Jan. 30 
letter from North Korean Pre- 
mier Li Gun Mo and People's 
Armed Forces Minister O Jin U. 

In the South Korean letter, 
released to reporters here, Mr. 
Lho and Mr. Lee renewed 
Seoul’s previous request that 
Pyongyang unconditionally re- 
sume the suspended Red Cross, 
economic and parliamentary talks 
between the two countries and 


that the North also agree to a 
summit meeting proposed by 
South Korean President Chu 
Doo-Hwan. Such dialogue is 
aimed at an eventual unification 
of the two Koreas, split since the 
end of World War U in 1945. 

The two North Korean officials 
in their joint letter proposed that 
high-level political and military 
talks be held first, and that if they 
were successful, then resumption 
of the suspended talks and the 
proposed summit meeting could 
take place. 

Pyongyang broke off the three 
existing channels of dialogue in 
early 1985 to protest an annual 
U.S.-South Korea joint military 
exercise called “Team Spirit." 


Salvador rebels launch new attack 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
armed forces said Friday eight 
soldiers and 1U rebels were killed 
in a seven- hour battle in eastern 
El Salvador but rebel radio put 
the number of dead at 25. 

An armed forces statement 
said 12 soldiers and three civilians 
had also been wounded in fight- 
ing around the town of Delicias 
de Concepcion. 

Rebel Radio Venceremos said 
leftist guerrillas had killed 25 
soldiers and wounded 24. 

It was the second major rebel 
attack in two months in the area 
and military sources said it pro- 
duced the fiercest fighting of the 
year. 

Troops combed ar least five 
provinces in a new drive against 
the guerrillas, they said. 


Colonel Mauricio Vargas, com- 
mander of Morazon province 
where the fighting took place, 
told Reuters rebels mortared the 
town from three sides shortly 
before midnight and exchanged 
fire with troops tintil dawn. 

In a telex sent to news agencies 
Friday, the rebels claimed they 
killed 25 government soldiers and 
wounded 24. They also claimed 
they shot down a helicopter and 
destroyed a tank during the 
fighting. 

The rebels, who have been light- 
ing the U.S.-backed anhy for more 
than seven years, declared a new 
offensive Jan. 5. Since early De- 
cember they have staged a host of 
raids, mostly on small military out- 
posts. 
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vulnerable, you Q-4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold - 
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The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
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4 * Pass 7 
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Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*85 ?K9 0AKQ873 4K104 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
lv 1 * 1 NT Pass 

What action do you take? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KS762 v'A 0AJ93 *K102 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

What do you bid now? 


Nicaraguan 
rebel leaded 
said to have 
settled 
squabbles 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nicara- 
guan rebel leader Arturo Cruz 
has withdrawn his threat to aban- 
don his post in the United Nicara- 
guan Opposition (UNO) and is 
expected to make a formal 
announcement next week, U.S. 
officials said Friday. 

The circumstances of Mr. 
Cruz's change of heart were un- 
clear, but it apparently came ab- 
out as a result of an intense State 
Department mediation effort. 

Mr. Cruz has repeatedly 
dashed with his rebel colleague, 
Adolfo Calero, and the two 
Nicaraguans met separately with 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Elliott Abrams in an attempt to 
work out a reconciliation. 

State Department officials said 
they were under instructions to 
say nothing about the consulta- 
tions, but one source said be 
understood an accommodation 
was worked out. 

Mr. Abrams said on Wednes- 
day it would be a real blow to the 
resistance if Mr. Cruz were to 
leave UNO. Other offidals, who 
requested anonymity, said the 
prospects for continued congres- 
sional support for the contras 
would be sharply diminished if 
Mr. Cruz were to carry out his 
threat to resign. 

Mr. Cruz told the U.S. ABC 
television network on Wednesday 
he had made up his mind to quit, 
but State Department officials 
said they did not accept that 
announcement as final. 

Mr. Cruz is a former Sandinista 
ambassador to Washington who 
became disillusioned with the re- 
volution and eventually joined 
forces with Mr. Calero and . a 
third member of the UNO lead- 
ership, Alfonso Robelo, an ori- 
ginal member of the Sandinista 
junta which took power in 1979. 

Mr. Cruz has expressed con- 
cern that Mr. Calero and other 
leaders of the Nicaraguan Demo- 
cratic Force (FDN), the main 
contra guerrilla group, lack a 
commitment to democratic 
values. 

He has said that the ouster of 
the Sandinista “clique" coaid 
lead to the establishment of an 
equally undemocratic govern- 
ment. 


COLOMBO (R) — Six people 
were kille d in Sri Lanka as an 
influential Indian journalist was 
doe to begin mediating between 
the government and Tamil rebels 
for an end to the island’s four- 
year-old ethnic conflict, govern- 
ment and authoritative sources 
said Saturday. 

Three civilians died Friday 
when their vehicle hit a guerrilla 
landmine in eastern Trincomalee. 
where troops also shot dead two 
Tamil rebels, a government com-, 
m unique said. 

It said a suspected rebel was 
killed when he tried to grab a gun 
from a sentry at a military camp 
in northern Vavuniya. 

Authoritative sources said 
Narasimhan Ram, associate edi- 
tor of the Madras-based Hindu 
newspaper, was to meet rebel 
leaders in the southern indian city 
of Madras to work out a formula 
for talks between the Sri Lankan 
government and separatist Tamils 
fighting for an independent 
homeland. 

Ram left Colombo on Fri- 
day after a three-day visit which 
included meetings with President 
Junius Jayewardene, National 
Security Minister Lalitfa Athulath- 


mudali and Lands Minister Gami- 
ni Dissanayake, one of Mr. 
Jayewardeae's closest aides. 

Ram, is stud to have good 
relations with rebel leaders who 
are based in Madras, the sources 
said. 

The move occurred as security 
forces consolidated positions in 
their eight-day drive against the 
rebels. 

A government spokesman told 
Reuters troops cleared a 56 
kilometre road to Pullmudai from 
Trincomalee which was previous- 
ly controlled by rebels. 

“The h eadq uarters of the main 
rebel group was destroyed and 
two other smaller hideouts 
smashed by troops,” he said. 

He said many rebel strongholds 
of the l ibera tion Tigers Tamil 
Eelam (LITE), the main guerril- 
la group, were destroyed u both 
the north and the east and troops 
seized large stocks of arms and 
ammunition. 

More than 5,000 people have 
died since communal violence 
flared in July 1983. 

The sources said Sri Lankan 
leaders had accepted Ram’s 
efforts to mediate. 


2 students killed and 50 
hurt in Bangladesh blasts 


DHAKA (R) — At least two 
students were killed and 50 in- 
jured on Saturday when five pet- 
rol bombs exploded during a de- 
monstration by Muslim fun- 
damentalist students in the south- 
ern port dty of Chittagong, police 
said. 

They said the bombs were tos- 
sed by unidentified activists as 
hundreds of students from the 
Islamic Chhatra Shibir group 
were marching through city 
streets. 

The explosion coincided with 
dashes outside the presidential 
palace in the capital, Dhaka, be- 
tween police and about 500 stu- 
dent demonstrators. 

The demonstrators were com- 
memorating three colleagues kil- 
led by police gunfire in 1983 
during protests against govern- 
ment education policy. 

Police said three firecracker- 
type devices bombs were thrown 
by unidentified people at Satur- 
day’s Dhaka protest but there 
were no injuries. 

The Chittagong demonstration 
followed a six-hour dty- wide 
strike called by the Shibir, the 
student wing of the fundamental- 
ist Jamat-E-lslami Party, in pro- 


test at an attack by rival students 
on a Shibir meeting last Thursday 
near Chittagong, in which at feast 
15 students were hurt. 

Police told Reuters 10 students 
were seriously hurt by Saturday’s 
blasts. 

At least five suspected "mis- 
creants” had been arrested, 
police said, but gave no details. 

The violence erupted as the 
major opposition party, the Awa- 
mi League, prepared for an anti- 
government rally to muster sup- 
port for a proposed half-day 
nationwide strike next Monday. 

Key opposition figure Begum 
Khaleda Zia, leader of the Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party, called 
for a united movement to end the 
rule of President Hossain 
Mohammad Erehad and restore 
“people’s democracy. 

She told a rally at Chittagong 
on Friday that Lieutenant-Gener- 
al Ershad had “pushed Bang- 
ladesh to Che brink of economic 
collapse, ruined political sys- 
tems and scuttled efforts to res- 
tore flawless democracy. 

/“This is time we must work 
unitedly to unseat the hated dic- 
tator,” she said. 


Gorbachev pledges more frankness on past Soviet era 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikh ail Gorbachev has 
given his strongest signal that the 
people would be told more about 
dark periods in their country’s 
history, including the rule of 
Josef Stalin. 

Declaring that there should be 
“no forgotten names and no 
blank pages in history and litera- 
ture,” Mr. Gorbachev said die 
Soviet Union's past was filled 
with serious mistakes as well as 


heroic achieveipents. 

He was speaking to 
of the 


leading 

representatives of the official 
press and broadcasting system at 
the Communist Party's Central 
Committee headquarters. His 
speech was published by TASS 
news agency. 

Referring to the Bolshevik Re- 
volution, whose 70th anniversary 
falls this year, Mr. Gorbachev 
said: “We should not move into 
shade those who made the re- 


volution... 

“We must not forget the 
names, and even more immoral is 
to forget or to keep silent about 
whole periods in tire life of the 
people, who lived, believed and 
worked under the leadership of 
the party in the name of 
socialism.” 

Mr. Gorbachev did not men- 
tion individuals, but his remarks 
could be taken to include men 
such as Nikolai Bukharin, Lev 
Kamenev and Grigory Zinoviev 
who played leading roles in die 
revolution and were later ex- 
ecuted under Stalin's dicta- 
torship. 

His remarks could also be 
taken to refer to the millions of 
ordinary people executed or sent 
to labour camp s during Stalin’s 
rule, and millions more who died 
in a famine provoked by die 
collectivisation of farms in the 


early 1930s. 

Since Mr. Gorbachev came to 
power in March 1985, the Krem- 
lin has encouraged “glasnost,” or 
openness in the state-run media 
drat allows a wider discussion of 
selected social problems. 

But some events in the Soviet 
past, such as the mass repression 
and purges under Stalin, have 
remained taboo. 

Events in Moscow this week, 
also indicated limitations on the 
new policy of openness. For five 
straight days ending Friday, pro- 
testers gathered at the Arbat 
shopping mall to call for free 
emigration and the release of 
imprisoned activist Josef Began. 

During the final three days, the 
demonstrators were beaten and 
dragged away by plainclothes 
security agents. Soviet Television 
and die dafly press did not report 
the incidents. 


Mr. Gorbachev told the news- 
paper and broadcast officials cri- 
ticism that helps overcome offi- 
cial shortcomings was to be com- 
mended. 

“To scale down criticism means 
to stop the advance and to harm 
reorganisation, and this will nev- 
er happen," he said. 

At the same time, he called on 
the workers in the mass media to 
demonstrate reponsibflity. 

“No one has the right to the 
truth in the last instance,” Mr. 
Gorbachev said. People in the 
media who criticise government 
officials and others must develop 
relations that “become those of 
partners and rely on common 
interest.” 

“What is needed here is dia- 
logue, while high-handed lectures 
and posturing, let alone the pro- 
secutor's tone, are totally un- 
acceptable," the Soviet leader 
said. 


International 
peace forum 
opens in 
Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) —■ A Kremlin- 
sponsored international forum on 
peace opened in Moscow on 
^cuiday with more than 900 
foreign showbnsiness stars, wri- 
ters, scientists, doctors, religious 
leaders and political scientists in 
attendance. 

Th event, formally called "The 
International Forum for A Nuc- 
lear-Free World and the Survival 
of Humanity," will consist of 
seven separate round-table dis- 
cussions. It concludes ou Monday 
with a speech by Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

"Participants in the three-day 
forum will discuss the major 
problem of our times — how to 
prevent a nuclear holocaust and 
strengthen peace and coopera- 
tion," Moscow Radio said. 

The diverse list of Western 
personalities taking part in the 
discussions includes writers Gra- 
ham Greene and Norman Mailer, 
rock musician Yoko Ono and film 
stars Paul Newman, Claudia Car- 
din ale, Shirley MacLaine and 
Gregory Peck. 

Susan Eisenhower, grand- 
daughter of the late U.S. presi- 
dent, former Pentagon analyst 
Daniel Ellsberg, French fashion 
designer Pierre Cardin and Dr. 
Bernard Lown and Dr. Yevgeny. 
Chazov, co-winners of the 1985 
Nobel Peace Prize, will also 
attend. 

Another Nobel peace laureate, 
dissident physicist Andrei 
Sakharov, is due to take part in 
the scientists' round table. His 
wife Yelena Bonner said he 
would decide whether to speak 
after hearing how the discussions 
proceed. 


Tokyo expects U.S. to consult it over SDI 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan will bold 
the United States to its commit- 
ment to consult with Tokyo be- 
fore deploying a “Star Wars’* 
anti- mksil e defence system, a de- 
fence official says. 

Such consultations would focus 
on, among other things, whether 
strategic defences would be a 
“destabilising factor” on the in- 
ternational scene, said Hiromoto 
Seki, director-general for interna- 
tional affairs at the Japanese De-' 
fence Agency. 

Mr. Seki, in an interview with 
AP was commenting on reports 
from Washington that the 
Reagan administration may 
accelerate development and de- 
ployment of the strategic defence 
initiative (SDI) by broadening 
the official American interpreta- 
tion of the 1972 U.S.-Soviet trea- 
ty restricting such anti-missile 
shields. 

Like Japan, U.S. allies in 
Western Europe also have ex- 
pressed concern about such early 
deployment of an SDI system. 

The Japanese Last year agreed 


to allow their high-technology 
companies to take part in U.S. 
research on, SDI, which is en- 
visioned as a complex defence 
System involving lasers, partide- 
beam weapons and high-speed 
command computers. 

The Japanese involvement has 
not yet taken shape, however, 
pending the Tokyo government’s 
development of a formal 
framework for participation. 

On Wednesday, Japan’s 
ambassador to Washington, 
Nobuo Matsunaga, Asked the 
U.S. State Department for an 
explanation of the early-deploy- 
ment reports. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Yoshifumi Matsuda 
told reporters here. 

The spokesman noted that 
Japan agreed to join in SDI re- 
search on condition that the sys- 
tem be developed in conformity 
with the 1972 Anti-ballistic Mis- 
sile (ABM) treaty, and that tine 
United States consult with its 
allies and negotiate with the 
Soviet Union before deploying 
the system. 


. “We wanted to confirm where 
we stand,” the spokesman said of 
the ambassador’s visit to the State 
Department. He said Mir. Matsn- 
naga was told no policy decision 
had yet been made in 
Washington. 

American allies are uneasy 
over U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan's SDI plan because, some 
fear, it would leave them outside 
the U.S. nuclear “umbrella” and 
possibly diminish the U.S. com- 
mitment to their defence. At the 
same time, however, their high- 
tech companies could profit 
financially and technologically 
from participation in SDI re- 
search. 

Mr. Seki, in the Tokyo inter- 
view Friday, noted that Mr 
Reagan and Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone first 
agreed in 1985 to eventual U.S.- 
Japanese consultations on SDI. 

“We would expect the United 
States to consult with us before 
(it) woulg decide upon coming to 
a stage of development and- or 
deployment," Mr. Selri said. 


Buchanan pursues drive 
against Linnas deportation 


WASHINGTON (AP) — White 
House aide Patrick Buchanan 
said Friday he had urged Attor- 
ney General Edwin Meese to 


meet with East European groups 
trying to stop the deportation of 
suspected war criminal Karl Lia- 
nas to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Buchanan had met with 
Mr. Meese at the Justice Depart- 
ment and said before entering the 
attorney general’s office that the' 
Linnas case probably would be on 
the agenda. 

Mr. Meese is considering 
whether to turn over Mr. Linnas, 
67, an immigrant who was strip- 
ped of his U.S. citizenship in 
1981, to the Soviet government. 
The Soviets maintain Mr. T .tunas 


ran a concentration camp for the 
Nazis in his home country of 
Estonia during World War n. 

Neal Sher, head of the Justice 
Department’s Nazi-hunting unit, 
the Office of Special Investiga- 
tions (OSI), had no comment 
when informed of the meeting. 
The OSI conducted the investiga- 
tion that resulted in revoking Mr. 
Linnas’ citizenship and a deporta- 
tion OTder being issued by an 
'immigration judge. 

Mr. Buchanan, the white house 
communications director, has 
been waging a personal campaign 
against revoking the citizenship 
of U.S. citizens based on evi- 
dence provided by the Soviets. 


Court order threatens U.S. white 1 supremacist group 


MIAMI (R) — One of the largest 
U.S. white supremacist Ku KJux 
Klan (KKK) groups could be 
financially ruined by a S7 million 
jury award to the family of lyn- 
ched black man, experts said. 

This is a devastating blow to 
the klan and demonstrates to all 
hate groups that they will be held 
responsible for the consequences 
of their preachings and acts of 
violence,” said Mark Alfonso, a 
spokesman for the Atlanta-based 
Centre for Democratic Renewal, 
which monitors Ku Klux Klan 
activities. 

An all-white federal jury in 
Mobile, Alabama, on Thursday 
ordered the United Klans of 
America, the largest of several 
rival klan organisations, and six 
members to pay damages for the 
1981 slaying of 19-year-old 


Michael Donald. 

Two of the members were 
convicted of the killing in 1983. 

Stuart Lewengnib, south east 
regional director of the Anti- 
Defamation League, said the jiny 
award threatened the financial 
survival of the United Klans. 


pay the group's SlO-a-month fee. 

Morris Dees, lawyer for the 
victim's family and an anti-klan 
crusader, said in court Donald's 
murder was part of a pattern of 
racial intimidation and attacks 
inspired by top leaders of the 
United Klans. 


He said the 2,500-member Earl Sbinboster, south east 
organisation faced the possible # regional director of the National 
seizure of its $125,000 headquar- * Association for Advancement of 


ters in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, as 
partial payment of the award. 

“Except for that, the United 
Klans don’t have more than a few 
pennies to their name,” Lewen- 
grab said. “They could be finan- 
cially ruined.” 

He said most United Klans 
members are poor, uneducated 
whites from rural Alabama and 
Georgia who can barely afford to 


Coloured People, said he hoped 
the verdict would force the klan 
and other hate groups to tone 
down their rhetoric and refrain 
from violence. 

“The racist leaders have to 
realise that they are now at risk,” 
he said. 

The court judgment came amid 
increased publicity for the klan, 
which launched a campaign of 


terror against former slaves after 
the dvil war. 

White-robed klansmen, includ- 
ing members of the United Klan, 
were among angry whites who 
confronted civil rights marchers 
in Forsyth County, Georgia, last 
month. 

The first rally, on Jan. 14 by 
about 50 manners, was attacked 
by a mob of several hundred 
whites who threw rocks, yelled 
death threats and chanted “Nig- 
ger go home.” 

A week later, some 20,000 civil 
rights supporters marched 
through the all-white county 
under the protection of National 
Guard troops. Sixty white coun- 
ter-demonstrators were arrested 
for attempting to disrupt the 
march. 


U.S. is 
unhappy 

over Soviet 
film on 
Palme 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States has expressed con- 
cern to a Swedish television na- 
tion over its plans to broadcast a 
Soviet documentary alleging that 
the U.S. government was re- 
sponsible for the murder of Prime 
Minister Olof Palme, the State 
Department said FrkLy. 

Deputy spokeswoman Phyllis 
Oakley said the U.S. embassy 
press counsellor' in Stockholm, 
John Thompson, told the director 
of the station p lanning tx> air the 

film that the allegations of U.S. 
culpability are “malicious and 
outrageous." 

The station, which is indepen- 
dent, wiU show the film on the 
Feb. 28 anniversary of Mr. 
Palme’s murder on a Stockholm 
street. The crime re mains un- 
solved. 

Oakley said Mr. Thompson 
made no request that the film not 

be aired. 

In Stockholm, Swedish Televi- 
sion accused the U-S- embassy of 
interference after the diplomats 
protested against the planned 
screening of the film nigging 
the CIA might have killed Mr. 
Palme. 

Meanwhile, the Swedish gov- 
ernment strongly denied being 
blackmailed by police over the 
investigation into die Palme 
murder. 



Tutu: Christ will be 
detained in S. Africa 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Anti-apar- 
theid leader Desmond Tutu said 
Friday Jesus Christ would be in 
trouble if he came to South Afri- 
ca now — and would almost 
ppxtainly he detained. In a speech 
Tutu, the black Anglican 
archbishop of southern Africa, 
denounced detentions without 
trial as a “very handy device 
greatly beloved of totalitarian 
repressive governments." -“If 
Jesus came to. South Africa to- 
day, he would get into trouble 
with the authorities because of his 
solidarity with the poor, the 
oppressed, the hungry and he 
would almost certainly be de- 
tained," Tutu said. 

Experts discount 
value of 

‘Star of America’ 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
"Star of America" sapphire, 
touted by its discoverer as worth 
$2.28 million, is actually an insig- 
nificant stone worth less than 
one-twentieth that amount, ex- 
perts say. “I don't think the word 
million can enter into the con- 
versation," said Elly Rosen, air 
independent appraiser who has 
been a gem consultant to the U.S. 
Internal Revenue Service, the 
government's tax collection agen- 
cy. “I think the difficulty would 
be in the five figures.” Roy Whet- 
stine of Kilgore, Texas, said he 
bought the potato-sized rock last 
year for $10 and claimed he got 
offers of more than $2 million. 
He has been displaying it this 
week at the annual winter gem 
and mineral show in Tucson, Ari- 
zona. "It's an insignificant 
stone," said John Sampson 
White, curator of the national 
gem and mineral collection at the 
Smithsonian Institution. “We 
wouldn’t buy it. We wouldn't 
want it, I don't think, even if it 
were offered to us. We certainly 
couldn't accept it as a gift, given 
the crazy values on it.” Whetstine 
bought the stone in February 
1986 and the next month had die 
gemological institute *of America 
Certify U as a 1,906-carat, natural 
star sapphire. 

Liberace estate to 
benefit foundation 


LOS VEGAS (AP) — Entertain- 
er Libe race’s multimil] ion-do Oar 
estate will be placed in a trust and 
the main benefactor will be the 
foundation he created to support 
students in the creative arts, his' 
lawyer said Friday. “The bulk of 
his estate will go to the Liberace 
Foundation' for the Performing 
and Creative Arts because of his 
love for enhancing students' 
lives,” said attorney Joel Strote. 
The five-page will was drawn Jan. 
22, 1987, two weeks before Liber- 
ace's death at his Pahn Springs. 
California, home. The riverside 
county coroner’s office said alter 
an autopsy that be died on an 
AIDS-related pneumonia. The 
will, filed in Clark County prob- 
ate court here earlier this week, 
left all of Liberace 's property to 
the trust, with Strote named as 
trustee. The will did not give any 
breakdown ,of the property in- 
volved in the estate: Strote said 
he had just begun the “enormous 
job” of trying to sort out Liber- 
ace’s holdings. He said he did not 
know the value of the estate but 
said it would be substantial. 
Liberace had earned millions 
a nn ually since becoming a super- 
star in the 1950s. He owned 
homes in Palm Springs and Mali- 
bu, California, Las Vegas and 
Lake Tahoe, Nevada, as weD as a 
penthouse in Los Angeles and an 
apartment in New York City. 

S. Korea on alert 
against AIDS 
■outbreak 


SEOUL (R) — South Kok 
begin testing blood donors ! 
killer disease AIDS and wi 
up screening for the (On ess £ 
workers In bars near' U.S. 
ary bases and in gay bars a] 
the country, the health mi 
said Saturday. The move 
after a 62-year*oId man susj 
of having file acquired im 
deficiency syndrome (A 
virus died. The man h ad 
under extensive care sines 
Along positive reactions ; 
AIDS anti-body blood tes 
weeks ago but died from a 
infection in the cerebral ne 
system. The officials saik 
.“mistry would make it m 
tory for hospitals and heal 
stitutions to perform AIDS 
body tests on blood donor 
pected to number about 8C 
"i year. 




